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HOW  tormenting,  how  very  fatal,  has  DoCtor 
Priestley’s  books,  recommending  the  ap¬ 
plication  of  the  electrical  fire,  and  of  artificially 
produced  airs,  to  the  human  body  for  the  cure  of 

difeafes,  proved  to  mankind  ? - Alas,  alas !  how 

much  more  comfortlefs,  and  perhaps  fatal,  muft  his 
degrading  the  co-equal  Divinity  of  our  blefled  Lord 
and  Saviour  be  to  the  fouls  of  his  fellow-creatures! 

Far  be  it  from  me  to  charge  Dr.  Pneftley  with 
wilfully  mifleading  his  fellow  creatures,  as  to  thefe,  or 
in  other  matters ;  on  the  contrary,  I  heartily  believe 
that  the  DoCtor  meant  and  wifhed  to  do  them  real 
and  great  good.  Unfortunately,  however,  for  both 
him  and  the  world,  his  difcoveries  and  doCtrines  have 
proved  productive  of  quite  contrary  effeCts.  Scores 
of  thoufands  of  human  bcdies  and  fpirits  have  been 
fhaken,  convulfed,  torn,  and  blafted,  by  the  violent, 
frequent,  long-continued,  and  univerfal  ufe  (or  ra¬ 
ther  abufe)  of  that  tremendous  power  or  principle, 
the  eleCtrical,  wrathful,  or  infernal  fire;  which  I 
take  to  be  no  other  than  that  originally  genial  and 
life-giving  flood  of  pure  elementary  fire  which  is 
perpetually  emaning  from  its  great  fountain  the  fun, 
and  penetrating  one  part  or  other  of  this  terraqueous 
globe  continually  day  and  night,  fince  the  firfi:  crea- 
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tion  of  this  our  folar  fyftem;— I  fay,  I  take  the 
eledtrical  fire  to  be  no  other  than  the  folar  fire  in 
its  degenerated,  foul,  and  baleful  date,  (like  expired 
air,  altered  and  loaded  with  phlogifton  and  mephitic 
poifon,  having  firft  given  us  life  by  infpiring  it)  in 
which  it  is  in  our  world,  after  it  hath  given  forth  its 
pure  mild  vitality  in  animating  and  nourifliing  the 
animal,  the  vegetable,  and  the  mineral  kingdoms  of 
nature,  and  the  three  groffer  elements  of  air,  water, 
and  earth,  and  there  undergone  certain  decompofi- 
tions,  concodtions,  or  alterations;  and  which  fire  fo 
altered,  degenerated,  and  called  eledtrical,  is  then 
either  retained  in  our  terraqueous  globe  and  its  at- 
mofphere,  as  the  food  of  prefent  or  of  future  ven¬ 
geance  or  punifhments; — or  is  by  the  Almighty 
made  fubfervient  to  various  great,  good,  or  to  other 
(perhaps  vengeful)  purpofes; — or  is  carried  upward 
again  with  immenfe  tides  of  air  or  aether  into  the 
body  of  the  fun,  to  be  purified,  renovated,  invigo¬ 
rated,  (as  putrid,  fimilarly  corrupted,  or  worn-out 
earth  or  earthy  bodies,  returned  into  the  great  mals 
of  the  earth; — as  poifonous,  foul,  and  worn-out 
water  into  the  fea; — or  as  foul,  over-phlogifticated, 
vapid,  infedtious,  and  deadly  air,  into  the  open 
atmofphere,  there  to  be  fweetened,  refrefhed,  re¬ 
animated,  and  invigorated)  and  that  eledtrical  fire, 
air,  and  tether,  in  due  time  and  manner  to  be  fent 
forth  again  from  the  fun  to  animate  and  to  cheer  the 
worlds,  in  confiantand  mofl  fublime  circulation. 

Some  may  contend,  that  as  every  body  and  thing 
in  nature  has  in  it  a  certain  portion  of  the  eledtrical 
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fire,  it  muft  be  good  and  neceffary. — Yes,  that  due 
portion  of  eleCtrical  fire  which  the  all-wife  God  of 
Nature  hath  given  to  every  animal  and  thing,  is  cer¬ 
tainly  proper  for  its  exiftence  and  well-being;  but 
no  greater  nor  no  lefs  quantity  is  perfectly  natural 
and  falutary.  It  is  thought  proper,  by  our  great 
God,  that  our  bodies,  and  that  the  bodies  of  all 
other  animals,  fhould  be  mortal;  but  fhall  we  fay 
that  it  is  right  for  us  to  increafe  and  augment  that 
principle,  or  thofe  feeds  or  fparks  of  diffolution  or 

of  mortality  in  us  or  in  them?  Surely  not. - 

Why  then  fhould  men  be  taught  to  overcharge  the 
human  body,  and  with  a  velocity — a  blafting  deadly 
velocity  and  effeCt,  exactly  equal  to  thofe  of  light¬ 
ning,  pervade  it  with  that  tremendous,  vengeful, 
infernal  fire,  called  electricity  ? 

The  beams  of  the  fun,  in  Nature’s  way,  are  in- 
difpenfibly  neceffary  to  give  fluidity,  life,  and  com¬ 
fort,  to  our  bodies,  and  to  all  things;  but  if  we 
artificially  colleCt  them,  and  apply  them  concen¬ 
trated  or  pointedly  with  a  burning- glafs  to  our 
body,  or  to  any  other  thing,  we  burn,  calcine,  dif- 

perfe,  kill,  or  confume  it  in  a  moment. - Water 

is  indifpenfibly  neceffary  for  our  life  and  health ; 
but  if  we  overcharge  our  fyftem  with  even  that 

mild  fluid,  we  burft,  derange,  and  deftroy  it. - 

A  certain  portion  of  air, — of  our  common  atmof- 
pheric  air,  inwardly  and  outwardly,  is  every  moment 
indifpenfibly  neceffary  for  our  animal  exiftence; 
but  if  we  apply  even  the  pureft  and  beft  air  to  the 
infide  or  to  the  outfide  of  our  body,  with  a  fmith’s 
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or  a  great  forge  bellows,  we  lhall  fpeedily  occafion 
pain,— difeafe,— death.  Even  the  common  culi¬ 
nary  fire  is  often  neceffary  for  our  comfort  and  well- 
being,  but  if  we  come  too  near  it,  or  (in  the  fcrip- 
ture  phrafe)  if  we  take  it  into  our  boforn,  can  we 
efcape  unhurt  ? — —In  like  manner,  that  tremendous 
fire,  called  electricity,  when  applied  to  the  human 
body  in  any  other  manner,  or  in  any  other  propor¬ 
tion,  than  that  in  which  nature  doth  adminifter  it, 
is  always  in  proportion  hurtful  and  improper. 

Mankind  are  fond  of  new  things,  and  they  in 
general  praife  to  the  Ikies  that  art  or  inftrument  by 
'  which  they  get  their  wealth,  or  their  living  in  the 
world.  That  the  application  of  the  electrical  fire 
to  the  human  body  has  done  good,  I  do  not  deny; 
but  I  infill  upon  it,  that  it  has  done  real  good  but 
in  a  very  few  cafes,  when  compared  to  the  innume¬ 
rable  trials  that  have  been  made  of  it,  in  which  it 
has  either  fenfibly  hurt  the  patient,  or  totally  failed 
in  curing  the  convulfed,  tremulous,  and  debilitated 
victim  of  difeafe  and  of  that  infernal  fire.  And 
even  in  every  one  of  the  very  few  cafes  in  which  it 
has  relieved  or  cured,  I  am  moft  clearly  and  deci¬ 
dedly  of  opinion,  that  equal  relief  or  cure  might 
have  been  received  from  eafier,  fafer,  and  more  na¬ 
tural  means;  I  mean  from  frictions  with  warm 
hands,  cloths,  or  brufhes;  with  the  alternate  appli¬ 
cation  of  camphorated,  bitter,  aromatic  fomenta¬ 
tions,  fpirits,  oils,  vinegars,  or  waters, — from  certain 
living  vegetable  leaves,  farinaceous  feeds  and  herbs, 
poultices,  or  cataplafms;  from  the  proper  ufe  of 
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warm  water,  mud,  and  earth-baths ;  and  of  water  in 
which  the  eleCtrical  fire  is  naturally  excited,  and 
naturally  allayed,  meliorated,  or  tempered  by  the 
foothing  and  all-conciliating  elements  of  water  and  - 
atmofpherjc  air. 

Yes,  Nature’s  electrical  machines  are,  walking, 
frictions,  brifk  winds,  or  fea  water  among  rocks, 
&c.  violently  dafhed  and  agitated  by  high  winds 
and  tides  into  a  milky  white  foapy  froth ;  or  living 
rain  or  fpring  water  rufhijig  down  mountains  or  hills, 
natural  or  artificial  cataraCts,  or  horn  mill-dams,  &c. 
in  fnowy- white  torrents,  in  which  the  latent  fire  of 
nature  is,  in  her  own  way,  mod  powerfully  excited, 
and  tempered  by  the  grand  mediator  water. 

As  to  the  falutary  effeCts  of  artificially  produced 
airs  from  certain  chemical  admixtures,  little  good 
can  ever  refult  from  them  to  fick  perfons;  but  to 
my  knowledge  much  real  hurt.  Among  other  fatal 
effeCfs  produced  by  what  the  DoCtor  calls  fixed  or 
fixible  air,  I  beg  leave  to  adduce  the  following. 

Twelve  years  fince,  while  I  was  in  Newcaftle-on- 
Tyne,  a  young  lady  was  feized  with  a  fore  throat, ' 
which  was  deemed  of  the  putrid  kind  or  tendency. 

Old  Dr. - ,  the  phyfician  who  was  employed, 

was  a  very  great  admirer  of  Dr.  Prieflley’s  difcove- 
ries  and  doCtrines;  he  accordingly  thought  that  an 
atmofphere  fully  impregnated  with  fixed  air  would 
be  a  great  antifeptic,  or  refifter  of  the  putrefaction. 
He  therefore  ordered  a  pail  or  tub  to  be  brought  into 
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the  patient’s  room,  with  chalk  and  water  in  it,  to 
which  was  added,  from  time  to  time,  the  acid  fpirit 
of  vitriol;*  but  for  which,  we  have,  I  may  fay 
always,  the  acid  of  brimftone.  The  conlequence  of 
this  was,  that  the  young  lady,  and  all  that  were  in 
her  room,  began  foon  to  cough  and  to  be  fuffocated. 
Thofe  of  the  family  who  could  get  out  of  the  room 
Into  the  open  air,  recovered,  but  the  young  lady, 
who  was  confined  to  her  bed,  foon  died,  or  rather 
was  unintentionally  killed  by  it. 

I  have  no  good  opinion  of  the  articles  employed 
in  producing  the  dephlogifticated  air;  but  however 
good  that  artificially  produced  air  may  be,  enough 
of  it  cannot  eafily  be  produced  and  applied  to  ferve 
any  great  good  purpofe  in  the  prevention  or  cure  of 
difeafes.  For  thefe  important  purpofes,  (next  to 
general  temperance,  exercife,  early  hours,  and  true 
religion,)  there  is  nothing  like  a  free  communica¬ 
tion  with  light,  and  with  the  good  common  atmo¬ 
spheric  air,  and  the  judicious  inward  and  outward 
life  of  fimpie  or  of  medicated  water. 

N.  B.  Than  myfelf,  few  men  have  a  better  right 
to  fpeak  concerning  the  real  effects  of  electricity  on 
the  human  body;  becaufe  no  man  in  the  world  ever 
had  fo  large,  fo  elegant,  fo  magnificent  an  eleClrical 
apparatus,  as  I  have  had;  and  I  was  unfortunately 
ignorantly  converfant  with  the  practice  and  appli¬ 
cation  of  it  to  the  human  body,  in  every  form,  for 
more  than  ten  years.  But  although  I  ftill  have  the 
great  and  very  magnificent  ele&rical  temple  in  my 
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pofTefilon  at  Edinburgh,  I  have  now  entirely  laid 
afide  that  unnatural  and  hurtful  practice,  I  hope  for 
ever;  and  I  wifli  all  mankind,  in  that  at  leaf!:,  td 
follow  my  example. 


This  little,  but  I  conceive,  important  work  (the 
poftfcript  or  appendix  excepted)  was  written  in  the 
I  fie  of  Man,  in  the  month  of  July  1788,  on  the 
rifing  in  my  heart  of  that  Bright  and  Morning  Star! 
which  is  the  glorious  harbinger  of  the  blifsful  ever- 
lafling  day. 

If  any  one  fhould  fay,  after  reading  the  following 
fheets.  that  here  the  worm  Graham  is  oppofing  the 
giant  Prieftley,  I  will  confefs  the  charge; — decla¬ 
ring,  however,  at  the  fame  time,  that  it  is  not  in 
my  own  ftrength,  but  under  the  Banner,  with  the 
Arms,  and  in  the  Omnipotent  Name  of  the  Mofl 
High  and  ever-living  God  !  whofe  decrees  who 
can  reverfe  ? — whofe  power  who — who  can  repel  ? 
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TT  is  generally  agreed,  that  the  darknefs  is  greateft  imroe-' 
diately  before  the  dawning  or  the  break  of  day,  and  that 
extremes  are  productive  of  and  lead  to  their  once  oppofite 
extremes.  Satan  therefore,  now  feeing  that  his  kingdom  or 
empire  is  about  to  be  fhaken  to  the  very  centre,  and  perhaps 
foon  to  be  totally  overthrown,  overflows  with  malice  and  ma¬ 
lignity,  and  exerts  (yea,  {trains  to  the  uttermofl)  every— the 
moft  powerful  engines  and  inftruments  to  counteract  and  to 
defeat,  if  poffible,  the  univerfal,  full,  and  final  promulgation 
and  eftablifhment  of  the  all-blefling  and  all-glorious  kingdom 
of  Jefus  Chnft!  the  only  begotten  and  ever  well-beloved 
Son  of  Go  d  !  the  Lord  and  Saviour  of  the  world — which, 
from  various  ftrong  circumltances,  feems  now  about  to  burft 
in  bleffednefs  upon  the  world. — — -** 

Yes,  that  fweet  intellectual  light,  that  rniiverfally  melting 
love,  and  that  everlalling  life  of  ineffable  bleffednefs,  which 
are  purchafed  and  fecured  to  us  alone  by  the  wondrous  in¬ 
carnation,  life,  death,  refurreCtion,  afcenfion,  and  mediation, 
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of  the  beloved  Jefus  Chrift!  feem  now,  as  in  the  fulnefs  of 
the  ordained  time,  according  to  the  eternal,  irreverfible,  and 
irrefiftible  decree  of  Almighty  God!  to  be  about  breaking 
forth  through  thofe  thick  and  baleful  clouds  of  error  and  of 
obftinacy, — of  deiufion  and  deifm, — of  infidelity  and  atheifm, 
•which  the  prince  of  darknefs,  the  father  of  all  lies  and  deiu¬ 
fion, — of  pride  and  of  prefumption, — the  god  of  the  fallen 
world,  and  his  emiffaries,  have  raifed  and  hitherto  with  horn 
-j-ible,  and  (by  us)  unconquerable  fuccefs  maintained, 

How  apprehenfive,  zealous,  and  ftraitened,  much  the  arch, 
deceiver  and  deftroyer  now  be,  when  (permitted  that  the 
fuperior  power,  goodnefs,  and  glory  of  our  dear  Saviour  may 
be  magnified  and  manifefted)  he  has  permiffion  and  power  to 
ufe  even  radically  good  men,  and  men  gifted  with  the  greatefi 
natural,  and  illuftrated  by  the  molt  fplendid  and  fpecious 
acquired  abilities,  to  prop  his  ftricken  and  tottering  empire, 
by  exciting  and  combining  them  artificially  to  contraff  and 
to  freeze  the  minds  of  mankind,  by  evaporating,  with  the  dia, 
bolical  heat  of  their  zeal,  the  fweet  evangelical  radical  heat 
of  their  fouls;  and  infidioufly  leffening,  withdrawing,  and 
healing  away  Him  whom  all  heaven-born  fouls  love,  even 
Jefus  their  light  and  life, — their  fun  and  fhield, — their  flrong 
tower  in  adverfities, — their  hiding-place  in  every  ftorm, — ■ 
their  wondrous,  their  ineffable  All ! 

When  children,  in  perilous  and  flormy  times,  are  feen 
picking  out  bits  of  cementing  lime  from  the  Tides  of  our  only 
houfe,  from  our  only  tower  of  fhelter  and  defence,  we  ap¬ 
prehend  but  little  or  no  danger; — but  when  ftrong  men, 
when  the  proud  giants  of  human  wit  and  learning  attack  it, 
and  arc  zealoufly  united  and  determined  to  leffen  the  im¬ 
portance, 
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portance,  and  if  poffible  to  remove  from  his  place  the  all- 
fupporting  chief  Corner- Hone !  it  is  high  time  for  every  friend 
of  the  houfe  (however  weak  any  of  its  friends  may  be)  to 
roufe,  and  to  oppofe  with  all  their  might  fuch  daring  and 
dangerous  attempts.  Not  that  there  is  any  real  danger,  nor 
even  poffibility,  of  thefe  bitter  and  zealous  enemies,  or  of  the 
fpecious  yet  falfe  friends,  to  fuccecd,  or  effefl  their  purpofe ; 
for  we  are  allured  by  Truth  and  Omnipotence  itfelf,  that  ill 
the  united  powers  of  earth  and  of  hell  {hail  never  be  able  to 
prevail  againft  that  eternal  Rock  1  but  to  Ihew  their  firm  attach* 
ment,  their  love,  and  their  zeal,  to  defend  and  to  exalt  it. 

Nor  can  it  be  doubted,  bleffed  be  God!  but  that  even 
thefe  prefent  ftrong  attempts  to  degrade  the  fupreme  or  co¬ 
equal  Divinity  of  our  blelfed  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift!  are  per¬ 
mitted,  and  even  ordained,  in  His  allwife  and  moll  good 
providence,  to  magnify  His  majelly,  to  difplay  more  nearly* 
more  clearly,  and  more  widely,  his  fupreme  beauty  and  love- 
linefs, — to  quicken  and  unfold  the  feeds  of  faith  and  love  in 
the  hearts  of  his  redeemed, — and  to  exalt  and  illullrate  His 
wondrous  nature  and  His  holy  name ;  and  all  this  according 
to  His  general  or  perhaps  conllant  ways  of  working,  by  the 
weakelt,  meanelt,  and  moll  defpifed  means  or  inllruments^ 
in  the  ellimation  of  us  poor,  blind,  peevilh,  and  imaginary 
wife  and  llrong  mortals. 

For  this  humble  and  weak  Work,  I  need  make  no  apology 
to  thofe  humble,  child-like,  and  loving  fouls,  to  whom  the 
wondroully  loving  Jefus  is  moll  heartily  dear  and  infinitely 
precious ;  but  I  mull  befeech  Dr.  Jofeph  Priellley,  the  fociety 
of  which  he  is  faid  to  be  the  head  and  oracle,  and  indeed  every 
one  who  through  grace  does  not  as  a  little  hclplefs  child  re- 
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joke  to  be  continually  led  by  the  hand  of  the  beloved  Jefus* 
or  cleaves  fall  to  the  robe  of  his  power  and  righteoufnefs,  and 
whofe  only  view  and  ambition  is  to  be  brought  with  Him, 
and  prefented  by  Him  to  our  Father  which  is  in  heaven  1  in 
the  morning  of  that  general  refurreftion  day  whofe  noon  is 
eternity ! — I  mult  and  humbly  do  befeech  Dr.  Prieflley,  his 
predecelfors,  and  his  followers,  to  bear  with  me,  a  weak,  urn 
worthy,  and  defpifed  worm,  not  whilll  I  enter  the  lills  in  this 
falhionable  and  increafing  controverfy,  but  while  I  humbly 
endeavour  as  a  mediator,  to  moderate  intemperate  zeal  on  the 
one  hand,  and  to  roufe  languid  affeflions  on  the  other;  and 
to  hope  that  from  this  collifion  the  fweet  light  oi  truth  and 
ehriftianity  may  appear,  and  fteadily  fhine,  and  that  the  holy 
flame  of  univerfal  love  may  be  lighted  up. 

Permit  me,  niy  dear  fellow  creatures,  in  the  firft  place  to 
acknowledge,  what  I  am  aware  in  general  will  lelfen  with 
deifts,  &c.  the  weight  of  whatever  I  here  advance,  that  I 
have  never  read  any  of  Dr.  Prieftley’s  very  numerous  and 
voluminous  publications,  except  feveral  years  ago  lightly 
looking  over  his  books  on  eleflricit.y,  and  on  certain  airs, 
artificially  excited  and  produced,  and  very  lately  his  Letters 
to  the  Jews.  I  may  likewife  mention,  that  I  heard  the  Dodlor 
preach  feveral  bines  in  his  Meeting-Houfe  in  Birmingham, 
but  that  was  two  or  three  years  ago,  before  I  had,  through  the 
wondrous  mercifulnefs  of  God  !  feen  the  fupreme  beauty,  or 
had  tailed  fo  fenlibly  how  very  good  the  Lord  Jefus  is,  or 
had  humbly  and  fmcerely  delired  and  endeavoured  to  obey 
his  precepts,  and  to  imitate  Him, — or,  in  other  words,  before 
I  was  bom  again  a  Chriilian ;  and  therefore  I  had  no  true  and 
fixed  llandard  whereby  to  judge  of  his  doftrine ;  fo  that  what 
I  know  of  his  fentiments  refoetling  the  beloved  Redeemer 
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ef  mankind,  I  have  learned  only  from  general  report  in  acci¬ 
dental  converfation  with  fome  literary  gentlemen,  who  have 
read  and  confidered  Dr.  Prieflley’s  writings  on  this  great 
iubjeH. 

The  Doctors  few  fhort  Letters  to  the  Jews,  which  I  read 
but  once  and  haftily  over,  (notwithftanding  the  flrong  odium 
and  virulence  againfl  his  principles  in  the  lefs  temperate  and 
lefs  confiderate  part  oi  the  chriftian  world)  filled  my  head 
with  great  ideas  of  the  Dofior’s  genius,  and  my  heart  even 
to  running  over  with  love  and  affe&ion  towards  him  for  what 
I  cannot  properly  exprefs.  Pity,  I  think,  was  the  predomi¬ 
nant  emotion  of  my  foul  towards  him.  I  was  grieved  that 
fo  great  and  fo  good-meaning  a  man  was  the  (at  prefent)  un¬ 
fortunate  leader  of  a  partially  blind  and  unhappy  band,  and 
that  he  had  not  yet  feen  the  wondrous — the  fupreme  beauty, 
nor  had  tailed,  in  every  faculty  of  his  foul,  how  furpaffingly 
precious,  how  wondroufly  fweet  it  is  to  love  above  all,  and 
to  be  beloved  of  the  ineffably  amiable  and  condefcending 
Jefus;  who,  I  hope,  neverthelefs  beholds  him,  though  as  yet 
“  under  the  fig-tree,”  and  who  will  yet  arreft  him  with  his 
light  and  love,  though  even  on  the  road  to  another  “  Da- 
“  mafcus.”  And  as  the  Doftor’s  genius  and  affeftions  feem 
to  be  vivid  and  intenfe,  I  truft  that  he  will  then  (when  fully 
and  effeftually  turned  by  our  Heavenly  Father  in  His  only 
begotten  and  dearly  beloved  Son!)  not  only  run,  but  rush, 
with  more  than  the  ever-increafing  eleftrical  velocity,  to  the 
adorable  Jefus  Chrift;  the  Alone — the  Prime  Condutlor  to 
the  Father  of  Eternal  Life,  Light,  and  Felicity; — and  that 
having  but  once  touched,  and  being  faturated  with,  the  divine 
fire  and  truth,  he  will  be  with  equal  fwiftnefs  fent  forth  into 
the  world,  or  to  worlds,  to  excite,  to  touch,  to  inflame,  to 
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illuminate,  and  to  draw  innumerable  fouls  after  him  to  the 
Dear  and  Omnipotent  Redeemer !  And  who  knows  but  this 
office  maybe  the  DoCior’s  blifsful  puniffiment  for  hisprefent 
miftaken  labours;  puniffiment,  I  fay,  as  thereby  he  will  be 
kept  a  while  from  the  more  fteady,  ffixt,  and  full  contempla¬ 
tion  and  enjoyment  of  the  tranfcendent  beauty,  love,  and 
glory,  of  Jefus!  the  dear  Redeemer* 

If  I  recollect  right,  I  agree  with  all  or  with  moft  of  DoCtor* 
Prieftley’s  fentiments  and  expreffions  in  his  Letters  to  the 
Jews;  efpecially  in  regard  to  their  future  and  perhaps  fpeedy 
converfion  and  re-eftabliffiment  in  their  native  country,  and 
in  the  great  city  of  that  once ,  and  c o n fe  qu  e  n  tl y  for  ever  highly - 
favoured  people;  for  thofe  whom  God  in  Chrift  once  loves, 
he  loves  unto  the  end,  even  eternally.  For  although  no  man 
continues  the  very  fame  either  in  body  or  in  mind  for  two  mo¬ 
ments  together; — yet  with  God  and  hiscounfels  orpurpofes, 
there  is  no  variablenefs,  neither  even  the  ffiadow  of  turning. 

When  inflamed  by  felf-intereft,  pride,  or  by  any  other 
enemy  or  devil,  I  have  hitherto  always  fpoken  and  written 
with  harfh,  unbecoming,  and  ungentleman-like  virulence, 
againft  every  one  who  in  my  vain  and  fooliffi  imagination 
affronted,  oppofed,  or  diffionoured  me;  but  fince  our  won¬ 
drous  Saviour  Chrift  hath  taken  me  into  his  fchool,  and  made 
me  fit  lovingly  at  his  feet  as  a  little  child,  under  the  teaching 
of  the  Holy  Ghoft  !-thc  Comf'orter,-the  Spirit,  of  Truth !-the 
leader  into  all  truth, -the  bringer  of  all  things  to  remembrance  1 
-the  SanCiifier !  and  put  into  my  hands  Bp.  Watfon’s  Apology 
for  Chriftianity,  and  Dr  Prieftley’s  Letters  to  the  Jews,  to 
amufe  me  in  the  intervals  between  the  great,  and  fweet,  and 
infinitely  and  eternally  important  lefibns  wliich  h$  fo  kindly 
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and  fb  mercifully  teaches  me  in  that  tranfcendently  precious 
book  of  his  own  compofition,  the  Bible!  I  feel  my  nature, 
my  apprehenfions,  my  views,  and  my  defires,  totally  altered^ 
and  even  reverfed.  Selfifhnefs  and  the  world  are  now  to  me 
comparatively  dead,  and  difappear*  Humility,  love,  and 
childlike  teachablenefs,  reign ;  and  to  ufe  a  modern  phrafe  in 
a  proper  fenfe,  I  am  become  a  Gentleman, — yea  a  Chriftian, 
and  am  daily  treafuring  up  true  riches.  Yes,  next  under 
Divine  Grace  and  the  Bible,  thofe  two  pamphlets  have 
taught  me  temper,  moderation,  forbearance,  and  true  polite- 
nefs — have  made  me  a  Chriftian!  and  confequently,  not+ 
withftanding  all  the  changes,  chances,  and  ftorms  of  this 
prefent  momentary  life,  that  may  and  that  muft  happen,  I  am, 
and  hope  for  ever  to  be,  a  more  and  more  happy  being. 

Confidering  that  the  Great,  infinitely  Wife,  Good,  Pow¬ 
erful,  and  Glorious  Creator,  Supreme  and  Abfolute  Preferver 
and  Ruler  of  the  immenfe,  harmonious,  and  moft  beautiful 
univerfe,  hath  ordained  a  cheque  or  remedy  againft  the  over¬ 
growth  or  peculiar  evil  which  is  fo  wifely  and  fo  kindly 
annexed  to  every  thing  in  the  natural  and  moral  worlds;— 
the  purport  of  this  Epiftle,  from  a  mere  babe  in  Chriftianity 
to  his  brethren  in  our  Dear  Lord!  is  to  excite  and  to  admonifti 
them  to  confider,  under  the  humbly  and  ardently  implored 
influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit!  whether  it  may  not  be  our  duty 
and  our  exceeding  great  confolation,  at  this  great,  and  to  fome, 
alarming  crifis,  in  all  humility,  meeknefs,  and  love,  to  unite 
ourfelves  more  and  more  clofely  and  affeflionately  together, 
to  implore  direction  how,  and  the  bleflednefs  of  humbly  yet 
zealoufly  and  effefhially  in  love  defending  true  Chriftianity 
againft  the  formidable  and  infidious  attacks  of  thofe  who  call 
tfiemfelves  learned  and  philofophical  men,  and  of  more  igno¬ 
rant 
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rant  and  malicious  perfons,  and  to  aflert  and  magnify  the 
kingdom  of  our  Deareil  Saviour  again  ft  thole  who  feem  in¬ 
clined  to  leffen  it,  to  lower  it,  or  to  overthrow  it  altogether. 


Not  that  it  is  in  any  real  danger,  or  that  we,  of  ourfelves^ 
helplefs  and  impotent  creatures,  can  do  any  thing  eflential  in 
fo  great  a  work,  but  thereby  to  approve  ourfelves  in  the  eye 
of  our  Beloved  Saviour!  magnanimous  and  valiant  foldiers, 
by  fighting  with  our  fpiritual  weapons  the  battles  of  our  Lord  [ 
—or  dutiful  and  true  children,  faithful  fhepherds,  vigilant 
guardians,  and  zealous  friends,  by  magnifying  our  Dear 
Redeemer!  and  under  his  Grace  and  Beneditlion  enlarging 
bis-  boundlefs  kingdom,  by  convincing  the  unbelieving,  root¬ 
ing,  eftablifhing,  building  up,  and  ftrengthening  the  weak 
and  wavering  hearted ; — and  by  thefe  a£ls  adminiftering  won¬ 
drous  and  ineffable  confolations  to  our  own  fouls. 

Societies  being  aflually  formed  for  the  lamentable  purpofe 
of  degrading  the  ever-blefled  Jefus!  our  alone  Saviour,  let 
ns,  my  brethren,  boldly  march  up  to  the  camp  and  head 
quarters  of  the  enemy,  in  London,  Paris,  Edinburgh,  &c.  and 
by  public  advertifements  call  together  fome  of  the  moil  zea¬ 
lous  friends  and  followers  of  our  dear  Lord !  who  with  won¬ 
der  and  delight  feel  themfelves  now  freed  from  their  former 
chains  and  darknefs,  and  by  His  Holy  Spirit  brought  into 
His  marvellous  light  and  liberty,  that  we  may  deliberate  on 
what  fteps  fhould  be  taken  in  fo  great  a  work.  In  the  mean 
time  let  us  he  exhorted  to  pray,  according  to  the  fcripture  ex¬ 
hortation,  comparatively  without  ceafing,  that  the  God  and 
Father  of  our  dear  Lord  Jefus  Chrift!  will  for  His  fake,  by 
H  is  Holy  Spirit!  illuminate  the  minds  of  mankind  with  the 
eternal  light  of  truth,  which  is  the  true  gofpel!  and  incline 
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oltr  hearts  more  and  more  thankfully  to  embrace  it that  the 
kingdom  of  God  in  Chrift  may  come,  and  be  univerfally 
eftablifhed; — that  we  may  be  inftru&ed  and  inclined  by  the 
Holy  Spirit  to  pray  acceptably  and  effe£lually  for  all  thofe 
who  are  combined,  or  combining,  or  “  raging”  againll  the 
Lord’s  Anointed!  th^t  they  may  be  enabled  to  fee,  and  to 
look  upon  Him  whom  they  have  pierced,  and  to  mourn,  and 
to  turn  to  Him  with  contrition  and  with  love; — that  we  may 
be  enabled  to  pray  for  them,  as  did  our  bleffed  Lord  for  his 
murderers,  when  his  Divinity  was  veiled  with  our  human 
nature  here  on  earth ; — that  He  may  have  companion  on  the 
multitudes  who  have  no  fpiritual  food  to  eat,  no  living  water 
to  drink,  and  to  refrefh  their  iouls  in  this  f to  them )  truly 
barren  and  weary  wilderrrefs;  that  the  poo*,  the  blind,  and 
naked,  may  be  fpiritually  enlightened, — that  they  may  be  clo¬ 
thed  with  the  dear  Redeemer’s  righteoufnefs,  and  enriched 
and  adorned  with  his  wondrous  graces  and  falvation;  for 
without  his  image  our  fouls  are  ugly  and  deformed,  and  with¬ 
out  his  love,  lifelefs.  And  finally,  that  all  thofe  who  are  yet 
in  the  clouds,  mills,  and  tempells  of  error,  delufion,  and  con¬ 
fining  palfions, — or  in  the  twilight  of  convhlions, — or  Hill 
under  chains  bound  fall  in  total  darknefs, — or  that  are  alto¬ 
gether  out  of  the  way  of  life!  thronged,  jollied,  tormenting 
and  tormented  in  the  broad  path  going  down  through  the  firll 
to  the  fecond  death; — let  us  humbly,  ardently,  and  conhantly 
pray,  that  they  may  be  effe&ually  delivered,  by  that  unknown 
or  rejefiled  Ranfom,  whom  Infinite  Wifdom  and  Infinite 
Goodnefs  hath  found!  and  that  they  may  be  brought  into  the 
glorious  light  and  liberty  of  the  fons  of  God  ! 

Suffer  me  too,  my  dear  brethren,  in  the  mean  time  to  fug- 
gell  for  your  confideration,  whether  in  every  city  and  town 
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in  the  Chriflian  world,  a  place  or  places  of  worfhip  fhouM  not 
be  erefted,  to  advance  to  the  utmbft  of  our  power,  the  honour 
of  our  dear  Redeemer,  and  the  edification  and  comfort  of  our 
own  fouls;  and  that  thefe  places  of  worfhip  fliould  not  inter¬ 
fere  with  nor  be  intended  to  fuperfede  the  duty  and  propriety 
of  duly  attending  'the  great  efi  ah lifhed  churches  of  the  refpec- 
tive  kingdoms,  but  that  the  facred  Scriptures  fliould  be  de¬ 
voutly,  deliberately,  and  emphatically  read  in  them,  and  the 
Pfaims  of  David  fung  and  given  out  line  by  line,  not  to  new, 
difficult,  or  fantaftic  tunes,  but  to  fweet,  Ample,  long-toned, 
melodious,  foul-touching  tunes,  that  can  eafily  be  joined  in  by 
the  great  bulk  of  the  congregations.  And  that  this  folemn, 
moll  deliberate,  audible,  and  emphatic  reading  of  the  Sacred 
Word  and  Will  ol  God!  and  true  Pfalm-finging,  with  ffiort 
cccaflonal  explanations,  and  ejaculatory  prayers  and  praifing/ 
fliould  be  continued  every  day  of  the  year  without  interrup¬ 
tion,  by  the  moll  devout  men  and  bell;  readers,  from  eight  in 
the  morning  till  eight  at  night.  This  daily  folemn  worfhip 
and  fervice  to  be  begun  and  concluded  with  either  an  extern- 
pore  cr  fet  form  of  prayer,  magnifying  the  Great  Redeemer! 
and  a  benediHion  in  His  mo  ft  Holy  Name. 

In  or  at  the  doors  of  thofe  hbufes  of  praife  and  true  wor- 
ihip,  we  would  never,  on  any  account,  have  any  pecuniary 
collections,  nor  any  locked,  hired,  or  appropriated  pews  or 
feats ;  but  let  us  moil  earnelfly  exhort  every  one,  high  and 
low,  poor  and  rich,  as  they  cannot  eaft  in  any  thing  that  is 
their  own,  nor  any  thing  that  they  have  not  received, — let  us 
exhort  them,  with  the  poor  widow  in  the  gofpel,  as  they  enter, 
to  throw  into  the  treafury  their  two  mites,  even  their  foul  and 
body,  their  whole  living, — all  their  faculties,  to  praife  and 
magnify  the, beloved  Jefus  Chrift!  the  Lord  and  Saviour  of 
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the  world,  to  be  accepted  and  fanftified  by  Him,  and  to  be 
made  his  willing  and  ufeful  fervants. 

If  any  name  or  didinCtion  be  neceffary  for  thefe  places  of 
worfliip,  they  maybe  called  (imply  the  Treafury,  or  the  True 
Church!  The  helplefs  poor  mud;  be  fupported  and  com¬ 
forted,  and  collections  & c.  made  for  that  and  for  other  public 
purpofes;  and  the  more  zealous  and  conftant  attenders  and 
afliders  at  thefe  propofed  places  of  worfhip,  (hould  be  liberal 
in  giving  alms  at  the  other  places  of  worfhip  ;  and  the  great 
Advocate  and  Friend  of  the  poor  and  didrefled  will  be  ever 
and  effectually  pleading  in  the  hearts  of  His  true  and  faithful 
followers  to  fearch  out  real  private  objefts  of  charity,  the 
ignorant,  the  aged,  the  forlorn,  the  dck,  and  the  forrowful,  and 
to  relieve  them  to  the  utmod  of  their  ability,  not  once  only, 
but  deadily  through  life,  both  with  food  and  raiment,  and  (pi- 
ritual  counfelsand  confolations ;  and  above  all,  exhorting  them 
to  flee  to  the  Omnipotent  Redeemer  jefus  Chrid!  and  to 
c|eave  clofer  and  clofer  to  Him  alone,  for  prefent  comfort 
and  for  eternal  life  and  happinefs. 

Oh!  how  lofl,  cold,  dark,  and  unhappy,  is  that  day  in  which 
our  foul  does  not  flutter,  yearn,  fpring  up,  and  gufli  out  at  our 
eyes  in  admiration  and  love  towards  our  wondrous  Redeemer! 
or  in  compaffion  and  charity  towards  the  erring,  the  fpiritu. 
ally  blind,  the  deditute,  or' the  afflicfed  of  our  fellow  creatures! 
Thofe  hungry  and  thirfly  and  loving  fouls,  who  have  but  once 
feen  the  beauty— but  once  taded  of  the  fweets  of  Jefus !  will 
ever  more  languifh  for  his  love, — will  be  mod  fully  con¬ 
vinced  that  there  is  no  other  real  joy;  a.id  when  he  is  abfent 
or  feemeth  to  withdraw  from  their  fouls,  they  will  mourn,  yet 
they  will  pour  out  their  benevolences  and  their  love  upon  all 
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his  friends  and  followers;  for  Jefus  is  more  to  a  heaven-born 
foul,  than  the  foul  is  to  the  body, — than  light  to  the  eyes  of 
men. 

Formerly,  becaufe  of  the  diffolute  and  very  unchriftian 
lives  and  converfations  of  too  many  of  the  Clergy  of  every 
efUblifhed  church  in  the  world,  whom  I  had  obferved,  or  with 
whom  I  had  become  acquainted ;  and  becaufe  I  myfelf,  being 
then  ho  Chriitian,  had  conceived  a  prejudice  and  even  a 
bitter  enmity  againft  all  clergymen,  and  delighted  on  every 
occahon  to  afperfe  and  to  difhonour  them  : — but  now,  God 
be  praifed!  the  root  ofbitternefs  being  I  trull  removed,  or 
•much  weakened,  if  not  altogether  rooted  out,  I  am  taught  to 
pity,  to  rcfpecl,  and  even  to  honour  every'  Clergyman  in  the 
world,  if  not  always  for  their  own  worthinefs,  yet  for  the  fake 
of  their  great,  facred,  and  adorable  real  or  nominal  Mailer! — 
and  becaufe  my  foul  irrefiflibly  fwells  and  overflows  almoll 
daily  with  admiration  and  love  towards  our  Great  and  Good 
God!  for  having  in  every  age,  in  eveiy  country,  in  every 
church,  and  even  in  eveiy  little  dilfenting  fe£l,  fent  both  great 
and  good  men,  who  have  been  his  faithful  witneffes,  and 
fweetly  burning  and  Ihining  lights  in  their  generation,  and  in 
their  appointed  fpheres,  and  for  fo  many  whofe  fpiritual  light 
and  warmth  (long  Surviving  their  corporeal)  hath  reached 
our  prefeiit  day.  But  oh !  above  all,  let  us  ardently  and  con¬ 
tinually  blefs  God  for  the  wondroufly  illuminating  and  com¬ 
fortable  revelation  oi  his  will  and  falvation  in  the  facred 
volume ! — a  volume  as  lar  excellding  any  other  book  in  the 
world,  as  the  wifdom  and  goodnefs  of  the  Omnifcient  and 
Omnipotent  God!  doth  thofe  of  a  weak  man; — a  Volume 
infinitely  more  precious  to  heaven-touched  fouls,  than  all  the 
gold,  filver,  precious  Hones,  and  fecfual  pieafwes  in  the  world; 
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—yea,  more  infinitely  valuable  and  glorious  than  is  the  fun  of 
our  fyflem  to  the  momentary  light  and  warmth  of  one  burn¬ 
ing  draw.  But  to  the  natural  and  unenlightened  man  or 
Woman,  however  moral  or  felf-righteous  they  may  be,  the 
Bible  is  but  foolilhnefs  and  a  flumbling-block, — a  dead  letter 
— a  fealed  book. 

Frequent  and  great  reafon  too,  has  every  humbfe  and  truly 
pious  foul  to  blefs  God,  in  the  courfe  of  their  occasional 
reading  for  ufeful  and  inftruftive  relaxation  from  their  daily 
and  intenfe  meditation  in  the  great  volume  of  the  divine  light 
and  revealed  will,  for  the  works  of  thofe  wife  and  holy  men 
and  women  who  have  in  their  feveral  fucceeding  generations 
appeared  in  the  Jewilh,  in  the  Romifli,  in  the  Lutheran,  and 
in  the  Calviniffic  churches;  and  indeed,  in  all  or  in  moll  of 
the  little  negle&ed  or  defpifed  churches,  fefls,  or  branches, 
that  have  from  time  to  time  fprung  from  them  ;  and  much 
are  we  indebted  to,  and  much  fliould  we  adore,  the  goodnefs 
of  God  for  the  tranfmitted  labours  and  lefier  lights  of  what 
is  called  the  heathen  fages  and  worthies,  which  have  ruled, 
and  fo  comfortably  fhone,  in  their  various  nights  of  the  intel- 
le&ual  djjcy. 

In  regard  to  the  expences  attending  the  buildings,  repairs, 
lights  in  the  winter  feafon,  Sec.  they  mull  be  defrayed  by 
purely  voluntary  fubferiptions,  or  teftamentary  donations, 
paid  into  the  hands  of  forne  pious  and  refponfible  men  of 
known  opulence  and  eflablifhed  credit,  appointed  for  that 
purpofe,  each  donation  to  be  -recorded  in  proper  books. 

Every  fabbath  evening  a  fermon  may  he  preached  on  that 
greateft  of  all  myfteries,  the  Incarnation,  Sec.  which  the  angels 
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t'hemfelves  with  wonder  defire  to  look  into,  and  more  fully 
and  clearly  to  underhand ; — on  the  fnpreme  beauty  and  amia- 
blenefs  oi  the  dear  Redeemer;— or  on  the  freenefs  and  fove- 
reignty  of  Divine  Grace  and  of  Redeeming  Love!  The 
preachers,  if  they  pleafe,  may  afterwards  give  in  their  fer- 
mons  to  a  committee  appointed  for  that  purpofe,  who  will 
annually  print  thofe  that  maybe  approved  and  feiefted;  to¬ 
gether  with  fignal  converfions  and  experiences,  which  are 
arguments  or  weapons  that  touch  fouls  deeply  and  effecdu- 
ally;  and  five,  ten,  or  twenty  guineas  in  cafh,  or  partly  in  the 
bell  books,  to  be  given  as  a  premium  to  the  author  of  the  heft, 
and  of  the  fecond  and  third  belt  fermons;  and  fimilar  or  lcfier 
premiums,  as  funds  will  admit,  may  be  given  to  that  man  or 
woman,  or  to  thofe  men  and  women,  who  have  attended  the 
daily  fervice  moft  diligently  throughout  the  year,  and  whofe 
voice  had  been  diftinguifhed,  not  as  the  loudeft,  but  the  beft, 
cleareft,  fweeteft,  and  moil  melodious,  in  the  congregation. 

A  fociety  or  committee  of  correfpondence  all  over  the 
globe  may  be  inflituted,  for  advancing  the  interefts  of  our 
beloved  Redeemer!  and  for  the  reciprocations,  exaltation, 
and  confirmation,  of  the  beft  and  moft  chriftian  affe&ions,  fo 
that  in  due  time  a  bright  and  everlafting  chain  of  Chriftian 
love, — a  foft  and  filken  band  of  divine  amity,  may  encircle 
the  whole  earth,  drawing  the  thrice  happy  few,  whofe  hearts 
and  faces  are  heaven-ward,  more  and  more  cordially  together; 
and  binding  them  clofer  and  clofer  to  their  beft  beloved  Jefus ! 
infomuch  that  infidel  and  heathenifh  fcoffers,  Atheifts,  and 
Deifts,  may  be  conftrained  to  cry  out,  as  did  their  brother 
infidels  of  old,  “  Behold,  how  they  love  one  another!” — and 
love,  love  to  God  and  man,  is  the  new  and  the  great  com¬ 
mandment  which  our  dear  Lord  gave  us,  yea,  which  He  him. 
delf  declared  to  be  the  fulfilling  of  the  whole  law. 
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And  as  the  human  mind  is  naturally  irritable  and  irafcible, 
and  as  controverfy  and  difputes  of  any  kind,  efpecially  in 
matters  which  never  can,  nor  ever  were  intended  to  be  fully 
or  clearly  underftood  in  this  world,  ferve  only  to  four,  irri¬ 
tate,,  inflame,  and  madden  even  the  beft,  but  efpecially  natural 
and  carnal  minds,  the  members  of  the  Treafury  or  True 
Church,  and  all  who  love  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  in  fincerity 
and  fupremely,  muft  be  exhorted,  efpecially  in  thefe  times,  to 
avoid  even  the  mentioning  of  a  word,  phrafe,  or  term,  not 
fcriptural  or  effential  to  falvation,  that  can  offend  natural  men 
or  women,  or  even  our  weaker  and  inordinately  zealous  bre¬ 
thren  and  fillers ;  and  to  keep  clofe  to  the  found  docirines  and 
words  of  our  bleffed  and  highly  bleffmg  Bible ;  avoiding  to 
difpute  about,  and  to  mention  but  as  little  as  poflible  in  public 
or  in  private,  (except  when  enjoined  by  the  eftablilhed  form 
of  any  national  church)  the  words  Perfons,  Trinity,  Original 
Sin,  Ele6lion,  Reprobation,  Perfeverance  of  the  Saints,  the 
Refurre6lion  of  the  fame  body,  &c.  and  in  love  and  faith  let  us 
content  ourfelves  for  the  few  days  we  have  to  remain  here  in  a 
ftate  of  trial,  continually  fighting  in  the  name  and  {Length  of 
our  dear  Saviour!  againft  the  flefh,  the  world,  and  the  devil; 
let  us  who  are  bleffed  with  the  touchftone  and  the  witnefs 
within,  content  ourfelves,  I  fay,  during  the  few  moments  of 
our  exile  and  probationary  pilgrimage,  with  having  none  other 
than  the  religion  and  the  words  of  the  Old  and  New  Tefta- 
ments,  and  embracing  wholly  and  cordially,  with  trembling 
humility,  yet  with  firm  faith  and  ever  flowing  love  and  admi¬ 
ration,  Jefus  Chrift!  the  only  begotten  and  ever  dearly  be¬ 
loved  Son  of  God  !  and  the  alone  Saviour  of  the  world,  as 
our  whole  hope  and  portion  both  here  and  hereafter,  and  as 
the  only  true  and  ever-living  way,  the  truth,  the  refurreflion, 
and  the  eternal  life!  each  of  us  crying  continually  with  his 
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whole  body,  fpirit,  and  foul,  “  Whom  have  I  on  earth,  O 
“  Lord,  but  Thee;  and  there  is  none  in  the  heavens  that  I 
“  defire  befides  Thee!’* 

In  a  word, - Let  us  not  contradift  nor  irritate  our  weak 

or  ignorant  brother,  hut  mildly  reprefent  the  truth  as  far  as 
we  ourfelves  may  be  inflrihded,  and  not  by  many  words  or  ar¬ 
guments,  but  by  prayer  for  them,  and  weeping  over  them  in 
all  love  and  compaffion,  let  us  earneflly  implore  the  Irre- 
fiffible  Drawer  to  draw  them,  the  Almighty  Saviour  to  fave 
them,  and  the  Infallible  Teacher  to  teach  them,  and  to  make 
us  all  wife  unto  falvation;  and  by  the  Holy,  Univerfal,  Ii^f- 
fable  Spirit,  to  comfort,  fan&ify,  and  feal  us,  until  the  brignt- 
nefs  of  the  everlafting  and  all-difcloling  day  broak  upon  our 
fouls,  and  the  final  confummation  of  our  redemption;  let  us 
not  only  with  refignation  but  with  joy  take  up  the  crofs,  and 
follow  our  dear  Lord  whitherfoever  he  leadeth;  dying  daily 
more  and  more  unto  ourfelves,  and  to  the  world,  and  living 
more  and  more  in  all  newnefs  of  life  and  views,  to  the  fervice 
and  edification  of  the  bodies  and  fouls  of  all  our  fellow  crea¬ 
tures  without  exception,  efpecially  to  the  houfhold  of  the  true 
faith,  and  to  the  honour  and  glory  of  our  great  God  !  and  by 
maintaining  conffant  and  ever-increafmg  purity,  moderation, 
and  felf-denial,  as  to  thofe  appetites  and  paffions  which  we 
have  in  common  with  the  verieft  brutes;  and  by  flowing  out 
of  ourfelves  continually  in  love  and  good  offices  to  all  man¬ 
kind,  and  towards  our  beloved  Saviour,  who  hath  declared  that 
inafrnuch  as  we  do  any  kindnefs  to  one  of  the  leafl  of  his 
people,  we  do  it  to  himfelf !  Let  us  drive  by  temperance  and 
felf-denial  to  become  in  body  and  in  foul  pure,  and  as  it  were 
tranfparcnt,  and  more  and  more  papacious  temples  for  His 
Holy  Spirit  to  dwell  in,  and  to  flow  forth  from  in  merciful 
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vifitations  of  light  and  life,  love  and  joy,  upon  the  inhabitants 
of  the  whole  earth. 

If  any  one  be  inclined  to  difpute  concerning  the  Incom- 
prehenfible  Trinity !  let  us  refer  them  to  a  fermon  of  the  late 
Dean  Swift  on  that  fubjeft,  generally  to  be  found  in  the  firfl 
volume  of  his  works ;  and  happy  would  it  have  been  for  that 
poor,  proud,  pitiable  man,  if  he  had  never  written  or  publifhed 
any  thing  elfe  but  that  very  fhort  and  molt  excellent  fermon. 

I  do  not  prefume  to  alfert  that  Dr.  Prieltley  is  abfolutely 
or$atally  wrong,  or  that  I  myfelf  am  infallibly  and  in  all 
points  right;  I  have,  however,  the  clear,  cordial,  and  infal¬ 
lible  witnefs  within  me,  that  I  am  favingly  and  eternally  fafe' 
as  to  the  conduct  I  recommend  to  myfelf  and  to  all  the  world; 
becaufe  it  appears  to  me  to  bear  the  very  image  and  fuper- 
fcription  of  God  !  and  the  teltimony  of  that  Holy  Spirit 
which  operates  not  but  in  a  renewed  nature,  and  which  en~ 

kindleth  thofe  holy  and  heavenly  defires  and  delights  which 
/ 

can  come  from  none  other  than  from  God  !  and  which  alone 
can  lead  us  up  to  Him ! — But  that  we  may  lay  the  indifpenfibly 
neceffary  ground  work  for  rightly  and  unnerringly  judging, 
and  for  attaining  to  the  truth,  let  us  all  inftantly  and  fleadily 
through  life  adopt  and  perfevere  in  the  following  great  and 
produHive  duties. 

Many  perfons  may  think,  and  even  Dr.  Prieftley  himfelf 
and  his  affociates  may  find,  that  I  do  not  very  materially  dif¬ 
fer  in  my  fentiments  from  them.  So  much  the  better. — 
Taught  by  their  candour  and  politenefs,  I  do  not  mean  to 
irritate,  or  violently  to  oppofe  any  man,  far  lefs  any  body  of 
xefpe&able  men.  All  that  I  propofe,  and  do  contend  for,  is, 
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that  till  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God  filed  upon  them  more  light, 
and  till  the  infinitely  condefcending  and  compafiionate  Jefus 
meets  with  them  in  the  way,  and  difcovers  to  them  his  fu- 
preme  and  ineffable  beauty,  amiablenefs,  and  lovelinefs !  and 
fmites  their  fouls,  penetrating  and  inflaming  them  with  His 
fweetly  agonizing  and  moll  wondrous  love !  I  wifh  them  to 
keep  their  opinions  to  themfelves,  and  not  to  publifh  them, 
to  the  great  grief  of  the  humble  yet  ardent  lovers  of  the  Lamb ! 
to  the  difcouragement  and  death  of  the  flaggering  and  weak- 
hearted;  and  as  adminiflering  matter  of  momentary  exulta¬ 
tion  and  of  imaginary  triumph  to  the  infidious  and  the  repro¬ 
bate  fcoffers  of  our  holy  religion,  and  to  the  avowed  deiftical 
Philiftines  who  under-value  the  true  David-1  and  who  in  hor¬ 
rible  effeft,  even  defy  the  armies  of  the  living  God!  and 
turning  from  the  gofpel  light,  rufh  into  everlailing  darknefs. 

Attacked  and  furrounded  from  within  and  without  with 
enemies  and  dangers,  as  even  the  very  beft  of  mortals  here 
are,  is  it  not  moil  cruel  in  Dr.  Prieftley  and  his  followers  to 
endeavour  to  lap  the  foundation  of  that  ftrong  faith  upon 
which  alone  they  can  hand  through  life,  at  death,  and  in 
eternity, — and  to  weaken  the  flaff  and  the  fiiield  by  which 
alone  they  can  be  fupported  and  defended  in  this  dark  wilder- 
nefs  through  which  they  travel: — a  wildernefs  full  of  briars 
and  thorns,  of  precipices  and  pits, — of  favage  monflers,  of 
mercilefs  devils,  and  of  fierce  beafts. — Alas!  alas!  to  whom 
- — to  whom  elfe  (hall  they  flee,  but  to  the  Merciful,  to  the 
Omnipotent  Jefus? 

Suffer,  oh!  fuft'er,  the  humble,  and  weak,  and  loving- 
hearted,  to  lean  on  their  Beloved  in  their  fhort  but  dangerous 
journey ; — let  them  fiill  tremble,  and  weep,  and  cleave  clofer 

and 


(  l9  ) 

and  ciofer  to  Him  who  hath  hitherto  been  all  to  them  that  their 
hearts  can  defire;  and  if  they  are  wrong  in  their  devotion 
and  fupreme  attachment  to  Him !  leave  it  to  Him,  when  He 
awakes  them  refrefhcd  and  enlightened  after  the  momentary 
yet  neceffary  deep  of  death  in  his  bofom, — leave  it,  I  pray 
you,  to  Him  to  inform  them  better, — to  fettle  in  admiration 
and  in  love  all  difputes, — and  to  prefent  them  purified,  holy, 
and  acceptable,  to  his  and  our  Father !  to  whom,  having  given 
up  Himfelf  and  his  kingdom,  HE  may  be  worfhipped  eter-r 
nally,  as  the  All-Glorious  and  All-Bleffing  ALL  IN  ALL  ! 

\ 

We  confider  and  revere  with  you,  our  as  yet  (fpiritually) 
unborn  brothers,  what  our  gracious  Saviour  hath  Himfelf 
declared  of  the  fuperiority  of  our  Father  which  is  in  Heaven! 
yet  we  intreat  you  to  confider  that  we  are  here  fo  placed  and 
conflituted,  that  thofe  who  truly  feel  themfelves  regenerated 
and  faved  alone  through  the  love  and  merits  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
the  Son  of  God!  cannot  help  loving  Him  equally,  if  not 
fupremely;  and  they  would  equivocate,,  and  belie  their  real 
feelings  and  the  truth,  were  they  to  pretend  or  to  affert  the 
contrary.  And  it  feems  to  me  probable,  that  the  Son’s  finally 
(when  His  work  is  finifhed)  delivering  up  the  kingdom  into 
the  hands  of  His  Father!  which  we  read  of  in  Scripture,  may 
be  no  other  than  His  direcling  or  delivering  up  the  fouls  and 
affefdions  of  His  redeemed  to  their  proper  and  final  Object, 
the  Eternal  Father  Spirit!  whofe  totally  unmerited  and  un¬ 
looked  for  love  firft  moved  forth  through  the  Son  and  the 

O 

Holy  Ghoff!  towards  us  perifhing  Tinners,  that  He,  the 
Father,  may  be  All  in  All ! 

Suffer  us  then,  in  peace  and  in  love,  to  continue  to  pray  to 
and  to  blefs  the  Father  through  the  Son! — to  pour  forth  our 
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love  and  adoration  in  that  channel,  and  towards  Him,  from 
whom,  like  a  mighty  and  ancient  river,  they  cannot  be 
turned, — till  He,  our  Saviour  Himfelf !  here  or  hereafter 
{hall  be  pleafed  to  turn  them  into  another  channel,  and  to¬ 
wards  another  Objeftd 

For  how  can  we  but  love  fupremely  the  Power  that  raifed 
us  from  the  dead,  and  that  opened  our  eyes,— the  hand  that 
took  us  from  the  mire  and  clay  in  which  we  were  fait  ffuck, 
— that  knocked  off  our  heavy  fetters,  and  our  galling  yokes  ?, 
And  how  can  we  but  moft  affectionately  and  fupremely  love 
(efpecially  in  this  date  of  weaknefs  and  imperfedtion)  that 
bofom  upon  which  we  are  to  fleep,  and  that  power  by  which 
we  are  to  be  quickened,  and  who  is  itfelf  the  Refur- 

redtion,  and  our  Eternal  Life  and  Felicity! - Enable  us, 

then,  O  tranfcendently  amiable  Jefus  Chrid!  O  enable  us  to 
love  Thee  fupremely,  and  with  ever  increafing  purity  and 
ardour,  till  Thou  Thyfelf  turned  us  away. 

Nor  will  the  Father!  the  great  Parent  Spirit!  the  Infinite 
Majedy  of  Goodnefs  and  Glory!  be  offended,  nor  is  He  ca¬ 
pable  of  being  incenfed,  againft  his  poor  well-meaning  crea¬ 
tures  here  on  earth.  For  what  lord  of  a  country,  or  owner  of 
a  flock,  could  be  offended,  if,  when  he  heard  that  a  favage 
giant  and  a  troop  of  ferocious  beads  had  broke  into  their  fold, 
and  was  mercilefsly  tormenting  and  devouring  them,  had  fent 
his  only  fon  effedtually  to  reftrain,  or  flay  the  murderers,  and 
to  lead  the  fheep  and  the  lambs  forth  to  green  paftures,  and  to 
living  dreams,  and  to  watch  over  them  day  and  night,  and  to 
feed  and  comfort  them  with  light  and  love ; — could  the  Lord 
of  the  country,  I  fay,  and  the  Owner  of  the  flock,  whom  the 
#ieep  had  never  feen,  be  offended  with  them  for  entrufting 

them 
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their  lives  and  their  all,  and  loving  and  reverencing  fupremely 
their  Omnipotent  Deliverer  and  moll  affectionate  Friend,  his 
Son  or  Shepherd  ?  No,  furely.  But  were  they  to  he  en¬ 
dowed  with  more  intelligence,  ( here  or  in  a  future fate )  and 
to  be  prefented  by  their  kind  Deliverer  to  his  Father  or  Maf- 
ter,  their  moll  rightful  Owner  or  Sovereign, — then  would 
they  freely,  reafonably,  and  gladly  transfer  their  higheft  ho¬ 
mage  and  their  chief  love  to  Him !  as  their  Original  or 
Supreme,  and  worlhip  Him  for  evermore  1 


PO.STCRIPT. 

BY  way  of  Poftfcript  or  Appendix,  I  think  it  right  to  enu¬ 
merate  fome  of  the  blifsful  fruits  of  which  this  New  and  True 
Chriftian  Church  will,  with  the  bleffmg  of  God!  infallibly 

be  productive. - 1  call  the  propofed  Church  the  New  and 

the  True  Church  of  Chrift;  lor  in  my  eftimation,  there  hath 
never  yet,  in  any  age  or  country,  fince  the  time  ol  our  SaviouF 
and  his  Apoftles,  been  a  truly  Chriffian  Church  effablilhed 
iff  the  world. 

At  the  fame  time,  I  do  not  mean  to  find  fault  with  the 
various  great  national  effablilhed  Churches,  called  Chriffian, 
nor  with  the  very  numerous  pitiable,  weak,  yet  well-meaning 
little  SeCls  which  have  diffented  from  them.  That  would 
be  impious;  it  would  be  to  arraign,  find  fault  with,  or  con¬ 
demn,  the  infinitely  wife  and  good  Will  and  Providence  of 
God  in  his  decrees,  permifiions,  or  government  of  the  world. 
The  prefent,  and  all  former  churches,  which  do  now  exift, 
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which  have  hitherto  obtained,  and  which  now  totter  and  die 
away  in  the  world,  fhould  be  confidered  as  a  kind  of  fence 
about  the  evangelical  grain  or  feed  fown  by  our  bleffed  Lord 
when  on  earth,  forpurpofes  infinitely  wondrous  and  adorable. 
His  divine  was  clothed  or  veiled  with  our  human  nature! 
and  which  was  fpread,  planted,  and  watered  by  his  apoftles, 
and  their  more  immediate  fucceffors. — Or  the  prefent  and 
former  churches  may  be  confidered  as  hitherto  necefiary  fcaf- 
folding  about  the  infantTrue  Church  of  Chrift,  but  which  now 
(as  in  the  fulnefs  of  time,  and  as  no  longer  necefiary)  may; 
and  fhould  be  taken  peaceably  down.  And  the  numerous 
little  fe6fs  fprouting  out  or  difienting  from  thofe  national 
eftablifiiments,  may  be  confidered  as  the  ends  of  the  poles  or 
planks, — as  luxuriant  branches, — or  (under  another  figure)  as 
drains  or  iffues,  necefiary  to  check  or  prevent  the  overgrowth 
or  fatal  difeafednefs  of  a  luxurious,  pampered,  and  overgrow- 
ingnational  body  or  political  ecclefiafticaftical  efiablifhment. 

And  even  at  prefent,  it  would  be  equally  unnecefiary,  im- 
pofiible,  and  perhaps  impious,  as  well  as  inconfiftent  with 
that  prudence  and  mercifulnefs  which  true  Chrifiianify 
teaches,  to  attempt  to  fet  afide  or  fuddenly  to  overthrow  the 
great  national  churches  in  the  world  that  are  called  Chriflian. 
We  muff,  with  becoming  fuhmifiion  and  hope  permit  the 
wife  and  holy  decrees,  and  the  omnipotent  arm  of  God  to 
operate.  But  all  wife  and  good  men  will  agree,  that  in  thefe 
days  of  comparative  light  and  liberality,  and  under  the  pref- 
lure  of  the  moft  aftonifhmg  national  debts  and  delufions,  it 
were  a  moft  wife,  politic,  and  primarily  necefiary  ftep,  to  cut 
off  that  monftrous  conduit  which  conveys  iniquity,  corrup¬ 
tion,  and  antichriftian  power  to  the  churches  ot  England  and 
Ireland;-!  niean  the  excefiive  wealth  of  their  bifhops,  and  the 
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pluralities  of  livings  among  the  inferior  clergy.  Our  bifhop- 
licks  and  Archbifhopricks  are  now  become  in  reality  finecure 
places;  and  the  pride,  luxury,  avarice,  and  lazinefs  of  thofe 
men  are  fo  very  glaring  and  univerfal,  that  they  have  be¬ 
come  proverbial,  and  extremely  odious  and  unbecoming  in 
the  eyes  of  all  men. 

The  following  is  an  ellimate  of  the  annual  revenues  ari¬ 
sing  Irom  the  different  Bilhopricks  in  both  countries,  and  is  in 
reality  greatly  below  their  real  yearly  value  or  income. 


E 

N  G  L 

A  N 

D. 

Canterbury 

£.8000 

Hereford 

£.3000 

Rochefter 

£.2400 

York 

7000 

Chichefter 

26:0 

Bangor 

1200 

London 

6200 

Bath  &  Wells  2200 

Chefter 

27OO 

Durham 

8700 

St.  Afaph 

1500 

Oxford 

2800 

Wincheller 

7400 

Carlifle 

2800 

Exeter 

2703 

Ely 

4000 

LandafF 

1600 

St.  David's 

2400 

Worcefter 

Salilbury 

34-oa 

35°° 

Peterborough 

Gloucefter 

1700 

2200 

Briftol 

1  500 

Norwich 

5000 

Lichfield  and 

Total 

92,500 

Lincoln 

3200 

Coventry 

2800 

/" 

R  E  L 

A  N 

D. 

Armagh 

£.8000 

1  Down 

£.3000 

Kildare 

£.2600 

Dublin 

5000 

Dromore 

2300 

Rapho 

260O 

Tuam 

4000 

Leigh.  &  Ferns  2200 

Meath 

3400 

Caihei 

4000 

Clonfert 

2400 

Kill  aloe 

2300 

Derry 

7000 

Clogher 

4000 

OfTory 

2000 

Limerick 

Corke 

3500 

2700 

Kilmore 

Elphin 

2600 

3700 

Waterford 

25OO 

Cloyne 

2500 

Killala 

2900 

Total 

74,200 

By  which  it  appears  that  the  church  revenues  of  England 
for  the  maintenance  of  twenty-fix  Biihops,  exceeds  that  of 
Ireland  for  twenty-two  Bifhops,  18,300k  On  an  average, 

therefore, 
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therefore,  every  Englifh  Bifliop  poffeffes  3557I.  13s.  tod. 
and  a  fradlion annually;  and  every  Irifh  Bifliop  3372I.  14s.  6d. 
and  a  fraHion.  Upon  the  whole,  therefore,  by  this  very  low 
eftimation,  there  is  allowed  for  the  maintenance  of  FORTY- 
EIGHT  MiniAers  of  the  lowly  jfefus!  no  lefs  a  Sum  than 
ONE  HUNDRED  and  SIXTY  THOUSAND  POUNDS 
PER  ANNUM. 

Now  were  this  enormous  provifion  immediately  reduced 
one  half,  and  diAributed  to  increafe  the  falaries  of  the  poor 
curates,  &c.  in  both  countries,  how  many  would  it  raife 
from  poverty,  how  much  honour  would  it  add  to  the  church, 
and  how  very  gently  and  properly  would  it  prepare  for;  to¬ 
tally  cutting  off  the  prefent  fources  of  corruptions  and  Anti- 
Chriftianity  on  the  demife  of  the  prefent  Bifhops ;  when  the 
fources  of  their  prefent  wealth,  the  church  lands,  &c.  fhould, 
as  they  fall,  be  taken  into  the  hands  of  the  State,  and  each 
fucceeding  Bifliop  paid  by  the  State  five  hundred  pounds 
yearly,  and  the  Archbifliops  each  the  enormous  fum  of  one 
tboufand  pounds  yearly :  and  to  prevent  in  fome  meafure, 
the  cringing,  time-ferving,  &c.  of  the  Bifliops  at  Court  and 
in  Parliament,  tranfiations  from  one  fee  to  another  fhould 
not  be  allowed,  and  more  conftant  refldence  of  each  in  his 
diocefe  recommended — on  pain  of  total  removal. 

I  admire  the  decency  and  equality  of  the  clergymen’s  Ai- 
pends  or  livings  in  the  Church  of  Scotland;  and  I  hope,  on 
that  account,  and  becaufe  it  is  my  mother  country  and  kirk, 
that  there  the  true  church  of  Chrifl!  will  very  foon  fpring 
up,  and  be  eftabliflied.  For  I  cannot  confider  any  church 
as  the  truly  Chriftian  Church,  in  which  the  Sacred  Scriptures 
are  not  both  read  and  recommended  evtry  Lord’s  day : — and 
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ill  the  eftablifhed  church  of  Scotland  they  are  not.  Exceed¬ 
ingly  to  the  credit  and  edification  of  the  great  national 
church,  and  of  many  of  the  diftenting  meetings  of  England, 
four  chapters  of  the  pure  unobfcured  Word  and  Will  of 
God!  the  Holy  Bible,  are  publickly  read  every  fabbath-day. 

Among  the  infinitely  great  and  good  effects  which  mull 
neceffarily  refult  from  the  eftablifhment  oi  that  New  and  True 
Chriftian  Church,  which  is  hereby  propofed  to  be  immedi¬ 
ately  fet  up  in  every  confiderable  town  and  city  in  the  Clirif- 
tian  world,  will  be  the  following.  Firft,  the  Bible,  which  is 
the  Will  and  the  perfeft  Law  ol  God  !  and  the  great  charter 
— the  clear  and  unerring  directory— the  lountain-head  or  trea- 
fury  of  all  true  riches  and  knowledge  for  time  and  for  eter¬ 
nity,  to  every  meek  and  child-like  Chriftian,  who  fupremely 
loves  the  Holy  Spirit  and  Teacher!  and  who  is  earned:  to  be 
taught,  that  he  may  pra&ife  his  duty, — the  Bible  alone  being 
there  daily  and  molt  folemnly  read  and  fung,  with  very  fhort 
but  intenfe  ejaculatory  praying,  praifing,  and  explanations, — • 
that  great,  complete,  divine  Body  of  Eternal  Truth,  Light, 
Love,  and  Life,  the  Bible !  will  be  better  and  better  under- 
.ftood,  and  the  weak  or  falfe  globes,  and  delufive  and  tirefome 
fermons  and  commentaries,  of  mere  men,  detefted,  and  ren¬ 
dered  wholly  unneceftary. 

Yes.  Men  would  be  taught  to  fet  a  greater  value  on  that 
Sacred  Volume  than  they  now  in  general  do; — they  would 
be  induced  to  read,  to  meditate,  and  to  delight  in  it  at  home, 
and  to  enjoin  that  great  fundamental  duty,  the  daily  reading 
the  Scriptures,  upon  their  children  and  fervants;  by  which 
every  firing  or  member  of  the  houfe  would  be  tinned  into 
harmony, — and  due  fubordination,  principled  obedience,  fide- 
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Hty,  and  diligence,  in  all  their  worldly  affairs  and  condu£f, 
would  neceffarily  refult. 

Almighty  God  hath  declared,  that  he  dwelleth  not  nowin 
churches,  tabernacles,  or  temples,  made  with  human  hands, 
but  in  the  pure,  humble,  holy,  faithful,  and  obedient  foul  of 
man,  which  is  the  true  vifible  temple  of  the  Holy  Ghoff !  yet 
in  this  propofed  outward  and  vifible  church,  the  miniders 
who  officiate  in  it  will  not,  as  hitherto,  be  under  the  neceffity 
of  compofing  or  compiling  new  fermons  weekly,  or  of  run¬ 
ning  their  own  defcants  or  variations  on  one  verfe,  or  on  a 
few  words*  of  the  Sacred  Oracles;  and  confequently,  the 
people  will  not  be  fed  with  hufks, — they  will  not  famiffi  on 
mere  chaff, — nor  drink  of  muddy  ffreams, — nor  be  warmed 
with  artificial  fire;  but  they  will  fatten  fpiritually  on  the 
good  wheat, — they  will  fead  on  the  True  Vine,- — they  will 
balk  under  the  fweet  and  ffeady  beams  of  the  Sun  of  Righto  - 
oufnefs !  and  be  refrefhed  at  the  Head  of  the  ever- flowing 
Fountain! 

For  a  man  to  read  a  verfe,  or  perhaps  only  three  words  of 
a  verfe  of  the  Sacred  Scripture,  and  then  to  preach  or  deliver 
His  owrn  words  or  fentiments  half  an  hour,  an  hour,  or  longer, 
from  thofe  words,  though  it  be  a  negative  and  unawares  com¬ 
pliment  upon  the  richnefs  and  importance  of  the  Great  Ori¬ 
ginal  Text;  and  although  he  may  bring  in  much  Scripture 
in  the  courfe  of  his  difcourfe  ;  yet  this  to  me  appears  at  bed; 
but  flinging  out  a  few  grains,  or  at  mod  a  handful,  of  good, 
wheat  among  a  buffiel  or  a  load  of  chaff,  for  the  poor  hungry 

%  I  am  aiTured  that  lately  a  popular  Clergyman  at  Liverpool,  made  a 
Sermon  of  near  two  hours  long,  on  the  Angle  word  (( But,”  in  the  Proverbs 
yf  Solomoiit 


fouls 


fouls  to  feed  (or  rather  familh)  upon,  picking  it  out  as  well 
as  they  can,  and  often  choaking  on  the  hulks  or  chalk,  or 
being  poifoned  with  the  wild  human  weeds ; — while  the  babes 
in  knowledge  fhould  be  nourilhed  with  the  “  fincere  milk 
(or  limp  left  truths)  of  the  Word!”  and  thofe  who  are  farther 
advanced  in  evangelical  knowledge  and  pradlice  may  feed 
on  the  “  ftronger  meat,”  the  great  myfteries  of  godlinefs;— ~ 
while  the  fpiritual  beggars  and  humble  mourners  in  Zion, 
might  pick  up  fufficient  crumbs  of  comfort,  which  fall  from 
the  plentiful  table  (the  revealed  Word)  ol  the  moll  merciful 
and  Univerfal  Lord! 

In  this  New  and  True  Church  I  would  not  recommend 
any  fixed  form  of  prayer,  except  that  Ihort  yet  all-compre¬ 
hending  one  prefcribed  by  our  Blelfed  Lord  Himfelf!  or  at 
moll,  fome  paraphrafe  upon  it,  fimilar  to  that  hereunto  an¬ 
nexed.  The  ten  or  the  eleven  commandments  fhould  be 
moll  folemnly  read  twice  daily;  and  as  for  finging,  I  think 
that  none  Ihouldbe  admitted  but  the  divinely-infpired  pfalms, 
hymns,  and  fpiritual  fongs,  of  the  heaven-anointed  David; 
or  “  the  Songs  of  Mofes  and  of  the  Lamb !”  which  are  to  be 
found  in  the  Old  Tellament,  in  Chrill’s  Sermon  on  the  mount, 
and  His  own  Words !  as  recorded  in  the  gofpels  of  his  beloved 
John,  and  of  his  other  difciples;  which  may  be  rendered 
metrical,  ever  adhering,  however,  as  very  flriclly  as  polhble 
to  the  original  text  or  letter ;  and  they  Ihould  be  fung  to  the 
old  long-toned  fweetly-melodious,  foul-elevating  and  melting 
church  mufic,  and  not  to  the  difficult  and  theatrical  new 
tunes.  For  can  we  have  a  greater  proof  of  that  fpiritual 
pride  and  ignorance, — of  that  antichrillianifm  and  will-wor- 
fhip  which  at  prefent  prevail  in  all  or  in  moll  ol  the  fedls 
which  dilfent  from  the  great  eftablilhments  of  thefe  lands, 

than 
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than  their  reje&ing  the  facred  Pfalms  of  David,  and  each  ' 
publickly  finging  a  whimfical  colle&ion  of  hymns  of  mere 
human  compofition, — fet  to  new,  puzzling,  quick,  and  fan- 
taftic  drains, — or  to  old  fong  tunes,  or  to  catch,  glee,  and 
other  theatrical  and  fantaflick  airs, — or  fome  loofe  and  wide 
paraphrafeof  Davids  Pfalms,  fungto  fuch  difficult  and  cramp 
tunes  as  none  but  a  hired  troop  or  proud  band  in  the  galle¬ 
ries  can  fing,  or  melodioufly,  and  with  underflanding  join  in  ? 
Even  the  great  National  Church  of  Scotland  are  leaving  “  the 
good  old  way,5’  and  have  got  their  own  new  tranflations,  para- 
phrafes,  &c.  licenfed  to  be  hung  in  their  churches. 

Alas,  alas!  to  fing  thofe  new  hymns,  & c.  in  our  churches, 
is  in  faff  to  prefer  the  compofitions  of  mere  men,  however 
learned  or  pious  they  may  have  been,  to  the  Divine  breath¬ 
ings,  will,  direftions,  and  confolations,  of  the  Holy  Spirit  of 
God!  uttered  through  the  lips  or  flowing  from  the  pen  of 
the  heaven-anointed  King,  who  was  indeed  a  great  prophet, 
and  in  many  refpefls  a  true  and  lively  type  of  our  ever- 
blefied  Lord  and  Saviour! 

Singing  praifes  with  light,  and  love,  and  melody  in  the 
heart,  to  our  wondrous  Redeemer ! — to  our  infinitely  glo¬ 
rious  and  good  God  !  is  certainly  by  far  the  mofl  important, 
moft  pleafing,  and  mofl  fublime  part  of  publick  Chriflian  wor- 
fhip:  and  I  have  often  wifhed  that  miniflers  would  either 
double  the  hours  allotted  for  publick  worfhip,  or  that  they 
would  give  us  a  great  deal  lefs  of  their  fermons  and  prayers, 
and  a  great  deal  more  of  that  foul-melting, — of  that  fweetly 
agonizing, — of  that  true  pfalm-finging,  in  which,  while  we 
intenfely  brood  over  the  fpiritual  fenfe  of  the  words,  our  foul 
is  abflrafled  from  earth,  fnatched  up  into  heaven,  and  with 
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wonder  and  delight  ineffable  fees  itfelf  furrounded  with  innu¬ 
merable  myriads  of  angels  and  bleffed  fpirits,  and  feels  itfelf 
penetrated  and  filled  with  the  glorioufly  refplendent  and  fe- 
renely  brilliant  light,  and  life,  and  love,  and  harmony,  which 
flows  from  Jehovah  Jefus !  the  Almighty  and  ever  living  Lord! 
the  Sun  and  Shield, — the  Source  and  the  Soul  of  the  univerfe. 

When  well  chofen  pfalms  are  fungasthey  are  generally  in 
the  churches  of  Scotland,  and  in  many  of  the  eftablifhed 
churches  in  England,  injudicious  proportion  of  their  feveral 
parts,  tenor,  treble,  and  bafs,  and  by  a  large  congreation  of 
both  fexes,  fome  of  the  voices  breaking  out  louder,  or  clearer 
and  fweeter,  than  the  general  cloud  of  incenfe  orpraife,  they 
aft  as  a  fweet  animating  foul  to  the  whole,  irrefiftibly  and 
fweetly  feizing  the  heart,  elevating  it  to  heaven,  illuminating 
and  diftending  it  with  an  holy  agony  of  delight,  and  pouring 
it  out  totally  abftrafted  from  felf,  and  from  the  world,  in  a 
fublime  circulation  of  light,  love,  and  adoration !  in  manfions 
of  eternal,  tranfcendent,  and  ever-orient  glory. 

To  fuggeft  or  enumerate  all  the  bleflings  of  which  thepro- 
pofed.New  and  True  Chriftian  Church  may  and  will  be  pro- 
duftive,  is  impoffible.  Among  others,  this  church  and  every 
feat  in  it,  being  continually  open  every  day  of  every  year, 
from  eight  o’clock  in  the  morning  till  eight  at  night,  or  from 
fun-rife  to  fun-fet  daily ;  and  no  hungry  vergers  or  door¬ 
keepers  watching  and  rattling  with  their  keys  and  locks,  nor 
hired  mercenaiy  priefts  hurrying  over  the  appointed  fervice, 
as  if  a  mere  ilefs  man  were  handing  over  them  with  a  whip,  or 
with  a  rod  of  iron,  to  chaftife  them  if  they  did  not  get  on  faff 
enough,  and  with  the  moll  fhameful  irreverence; — this 
church,  I  fay,  being  always  open,  and  no  decently  behaving 
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perfon  debarred  from  entering  and  from  being  comfortably 
feared,  how  many  perfons  of  every  rank  and  defcription  in 
life,  from  the  prince  to  the  beggar,  who  know  not  what  to 
do  with  themfelves,  nor  where  to  go,  might  find  in  every 
kind  of  weather  an  eafy,  comfortable,  and  expencelefs  cover 
or  afylum,  where  their  hearts  might  be  divinely  touched, 
their  ftupid  fouls  awakened,  and  their  thoughtlefs  and  profli¬ 
gate  lives  reformed;  and  what  a  fweet  place  of  reft  would  it 
be  to  the  well-difpofed  mechanic,  artizan,  or  labouring  man, 
for  a  couple  of  hours  after  the  labours  of  the  day  were  ended. 
— The  drunkard,  tired  fo:  the  prefent  of  drinking,  or  having 
no  more  money  nor  credit  to  continue  the  temporally  and 
eternally  fatal  habit,  wandering  about  freezing  or  burning, 
tottering  and  trembling,  in  all  the  horrors  of  damned  fpirits, 
not  knowing  where  to  go,  or  what  to  do, —may,  happily,  turn 
into  this  church,  and  at  once  find  reft  to  his  body,  and  eafe 
to  his  agonizing  foul. 

Fornicators  and  the  unclean,  adulterers  and  adultereffes, 
prowling  about  like  their  father  the  devil,  feeking  whom  they 
may  devour,  or  anxious  for  the  arrival  of  the  appointed  hour 
of  what  they  fancy  their  decent  and  well-concerted  pleafures, 
— may  ftep  into  our  church  to  reft  themfelves,  or  to  put  off 
the  time,  and  may  hear  the  God  of  Truth  and  Omnipotence! 
by  the  lips  of  his  Minifters,  every  where  in  fcripture  de¬ 
nouncing  and  inflidHng  his  vengeance  on  the  unclean,  and 
pronouncing  the  awful  fentence  of  everlafting  death,  dark- 
nefs,  and  perdition,  on  every  impenitent  and  perfevering 
fornicator,  adulterer,  and  adultrefs  in  the  world, 

The  thief,  the  robber,  the  murderer,  the  fuicide,  prowling 
about  pregnant  with  his  own  and  with  his  fellow- creature’s 
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deftru£Hon,  and  waiting  with  an  agitated  gloomy  impatience, 
for  the  veil  of  night,  and  for  the  lleeping  hours  of  virtuous 
ififufpicion,  may  unintentionally  drop  into  this  New  Church, 
and,  by  the  grace  of  God  !  may  be  faved  from  dropping  into 
that  dark  lake  of  fire  and  brimftone,  on  the  brink  of  which 
they  are  madly  walking,  and  which  burneth  for  ever  and  ever. 

The  deilt,  the  atheift,  the  free-thinker,  the  nice  man  of 
reafon,  the  proud,  all-wife,  learned  man,  who  will  admit  no¬ 
thing  as  truth  but  what  his  little  fwoln  and  bloated  mind  can 
comprehend,  may  fometimes  deign  to  vifit  this  New  Church, 
as  an  abfurd  field  ol  Criticifm,  and  in  his  heart  to  curfe  “  the 
babblers,”  may  be  arreftedin  his  proud  and  fatal  career  of  in¬ 
fidelity  and  impiety,  and,  touched  with  the  Divine  Light, 
leaving  “  the  chair  of  the  fcorner,”  may  meditate  day  and 
night,  with  ever  increafing  delight,  in  that  pure  and  perfect 
law  of  God,  the  fcriptures!  to  the  falvation  of  his  immortal 
foul. 

Thofe  thoughtkfs  and  not  ill-difpofed  minds,  that  inatten¬ 
tive  great  body  of  mankind,  who  are  called  “  good  fort  of 
people,”  who  think  it  enough  to  have  a  Bible  in  their  houfe, 
to  be  opened  perhaps  for  an  hour  on  wet  Sundays,  hearing  in 
this  True  Church,  the  Sacred  Oracles  read  daily  in  the  moll 
folemn,  diliinfl,  deliberate,  and  emphatic  manner, -and  being 
ftruck  and  imprelfed  with  their  native  and  fupreme  power 
and  beauty,  may  be  led  to  confider  whether  this  old-fafhioned 
neglefiled  book  may  not  be  of  more  confequence  than  they 
have  hitherto  fuppofed  it.  Their  heart  having  here  tailed 
its  fweets,  they  may  involuntarily  be  conllrained  to  exclaim, 
44  How  beautifully  fimple  and  fweet  the  Word  of  God  is, 
when  properly  and  devoutly  read! — Till  now,  I  never  was 
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aware  of  Its  truth,  of  its  beauties,  of  its  importance !— I  am 
impatient  till  I  get  home,  to  fee  if  viy  bible  is  as  fweetly  beau- 
tiful,  abetting,  and  inflruttive,  as  that  which  I  hear  read  in 
this  place.”  Another  fays,  “  I  have  not  a  Bible,  but  I  am  de¬ 
mined  immediately  to  buy  one.”  And  a  poor  Tinner,  fmit- 
ten  and  delighted  with  the  charms  of  the  Book  of  Books  ! 
which  alone  can  make  us  wife  unto  falvation,  cries  out, 
“  I  have  no  money  to  buy  a  Bible,  but  I  will  fell  fome  of  my 
clothes,  or  live  lor  fome  days  on  bread  and  watei ,  to  buy  one. 
And  while  they  are  thus  delighted  and  edified  with  the  publick 
reading  of  the  Holy  Word  and  Will  of  God  in  this  True 
Church,  they  are  at  the  fame  time  effettually  taught  to  value 
it  infinitely  above  all  other  books,  and  how  to  read  it  with 
equal  propriety,  and  perhaps  with  fuperior  advantage  at  home 
in  their  own  family,  and  in  their  own  clofet. 

Laftly ;  a  peculiar  and  important  excellence  of  this  church 
would  be,  that  none  of  the  prefent  churches,  fetts,  or  denomi¬ 
nations  of  Chriftians  could  reafonably  have  any  objettion  to 
frequenting  it  occafionally,  as  only  the  Sacred  Scriptures  are 
there  read,  and  no  particular  dottrines  taught,  no  creeds  to 
fubfcribe,  no  ceremonies  ufecf,  but  fimply  and  without  con- 
troverfy,  thofe  of  the  Bible !  The  Jew,  the  Heathen  of  what¬ 
ever  denomination,  the  Infidel  fwollen,  bloated,  and  cankered 
with  the  pride  of  his  human  learning, — all,  all  may  affemble 
peaceably  here;  as  the  Jew  admits  ol  the  divinity  of  the  Old 
Teftament,  which  is  here  folemnly  read,— the  Turks,  &c. 
allow  Chrilt  to  have  been  a  great  prophet,— and  the  wife  man 
of  learning,  who  wants  no  Saviour  but  his  own  morality  and 
good  works,  does  not  deny  but  that  the  New  Teftament  is 
a  good  fyftem  of  morality,  and  that  the  Old  abounds  with, 
poetical  and  fublime  writing. — Alas,  alas ! — amufed,  intoxi- 
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cated  with  vain  philofophy,  and  with  the  pride  of  his  own 
carnal  reafon,  he  knows  not  that  thefe  cannot  fave  his  foul, 
and  that  the  RridleR  and  pureR  morality  in  the  world,  is  but 
the  mortal  body  of  that  happinefs  of  which  true  chriRianity 
is  the  immortal  foul. 

Moll  of  the  churches,  chapels,  and  religious  meeting- 
houfes  in  the  world,  efpecially  thofe  of  Scotland,  and  of  the 
country  parts  of  thefe  iflands,  are  fo  dark,  clofe,  gloomy,  and 
offend ve  to  our  organs  of  fmelling  and  of  refpiration,  that 
they  have  always  llruck  me  as  more  like  cells  or  caverns  for 
congregating  the  demons  of  difeafes,  of  darknefs,  and  of  death, 
than  as  temples  for  the  fweet,  folemn,  and  rational  worlhip  of 
die  Eternal  Lord  of  Univerfal  Light,  Life,  Love,  and  Feli¬ 
cities! — Few  places  of  worlhip  have  fufhcient  air,  light,  or 
elevation.  They  are  fall  fhut  and  locked  up  all  the  week, 
and  on  opening  them  on  the  fabbath  day,  the  ignorant  peo¬ 
ple  mfh  or  plunge  into  a  mafs  or  foul  pond  of  llagnant  air, 
loaded  with  the  vile  exhalations,  &c.  from  their  own  dirty 
and  difeafed  bodies  the  preceding  fabbath,  and  with  the  Rill 
more  deadly  vapours  from  the  dead  corpfes  which  are  rotting 
in  the  church  under  their  pews  and  ailes,  interred  there  by 
the  fuperRitious  folly  of  the  people,  and  by  the  avarice  of  the 
clergy,  and  of  the  fupreme  legiflature  of  the  land.  Enduring 
the  expence,  fuffocation,  and  fweating,  of  moll  crouded  pla¬ 
ces  of  worlhip  and  refort,  is  furely  no  little  price  lor  the  re¬ 
ligious  inRrublion  or  amufement  which  we  there  receive. 

But  if  they  can  but  breathe  at  all,  and  but  at  all  fee  to  read 
in  churches  in  general,  the  foolilh  people  defire  no  more ; 
and  they  are  fo  accuRomed  day  and  night,  to  heat  and  Rench, 
and  darknefs  natural,  moral,  and  artificial,  at  home  in  their 
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houfes,  even  in  thofe  of  princes,  that  they  are  perfe&ly  fatis- 
fied  to  fan  themfelves,  and  mope,  and  Humber,  and  deep,  and 
yawn,  and  languifh,  in  their  churches,  and  when  the  foporific 
fermon,  or  the  darkening  the  pure  counfels  of  the  Almighty! 
with  the  many  words  of  a  finful  man,  is  over, — they  rufh  out, 
fweating  or  {hivering,  into  the  cold  open  air;  not  knowing 
that  it  is  neither  hot  air  nor  cold  air  which  gives  people  what 
are  called  colds,  but  the  fudden  alterations,  expofures,  or 
changes  of  heat  and  cold;  and  that  thofe  perfons,  who,  by  a 
conftant  free  expofure  to,  or  communication  with  the  open 
air,  day  and  night,  by  means  of  one  or  more  widely  open 
windows,  very  feldom  or  never  have  what  is  called  a  cold. 

The  world  fhould  know  too,  that  the  free  admiflion  of  all 
the  light  we  can,  day  and  night,  is  very  neceflary,  and  ex¬ 
ceedingly  conducive  to  the  perfedlion  of  health  and  alacrity, 
both  bodily  and  mental :  and  that  the  pureft  mountain  air  of 
France  or  of  Italy,  (even  when  uncontaminated  with  foulnefs 
or  phlogillon)  when  {imply  {hut  up  in  any  room,  place,  or 
church,  and  efpecially  when  the  light  too  is  {hut  out,  foon 
becomes,  merely  by  {{agnation,  exceedingly  unwholfome, 
and  unfit  for  all  vital  purpofes. 

I  do  not  know  a  cathedral,  a  church,  or  a  chapel,  in  the 
world,  that  has,  in  my  opinion,  fufficient  communication 
with  the  external  atmofphere,  by  the  cielings  or  upper  parts 
of  the  windows.  In  the  Romifh  churches  the  darknefs  is 
iFill  fo  great,  that  they  burn  candles  at  noon-day ;  and  many 
of  the  churches  and  chapels  in  Scotland,  and  even  in  Eng¬ 
land,  are,  by  tight  window- £h utters,  {hut  up  in  ftench  and 
total  darknefs  the  whole  week,  except  while  fervice  is  per¬ 
forming  on  the  fabbath-day;  and  when  the  good  fenfe  of 
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ancient  or  of  modern  times  hath  made  the  doors  and  win¬ 
dows  of  churches  fufficiently  large,  the  groffefl  ignorance,  or 
the  moff  diabolical  gloom  of  foul,  has  counteracted  the  good 
original  defign,  by  double  doors,  by  window  curtains,  by  dirty 
or  difcoloured  glafs,  or  by  walling  them  up  altogether.  And 
devotion  itfelf,  in  thefe  our  days  of  debauch  and  effeminate 
delicacy,  hath  become  fo  very  cold,  that  Dutch-women  in 
their  churches  have  veffels  of  burning  coals  under  their  feet ; 
and  in  England,  our  modem  and  modifh  worfhippers  muff 
have  fuffocating  floves  in  the  old  churches,  and  fire-places  in 
the  new,  to  keep  them  warm,  or  to  induce  them  to  come  at  all 
to  church :  nor  do  the  good  Chriftian  women  of  the  prefent 
day,  (Ladies  I  fhould  have  faid,  the  word  woman  being  now 
obfolete)  nor  do  they,  I  fay,  blufh  to  mount  themfelves  in  the 
molt  fantaflic  dreffes,  on  what  Lady  H**********^  Metho- 
dift  minifters  at  Bath  and  Briffol  call  “the  throne,” 
among  the  birds  of  prey,  boldly  facing  the  whole  congre¬ 
gation. 


The  propofed  New  and  True  external  Chrifiian  Church, 
fhould,  I  think,  be  of  the  moff  perfect  and  moff  capacious 
form,  viz.  either  a  perfeft  fquare  or  circle, — the  one  emble¬ 
matical  of  liability,  the  other  of  eternal  duration ;  and,  as  in 
all  other  buildings,  where  health,  ffrength,  life,  and  true  plea- 
fure,  are  confulted  and  intended,  there  fhould  be  no  more 
wall  than  fubffantially  to  fupport  the  fabrick.  There  fhould 
be  large  wide  windows  all  round,  efpecially  facing  the  fouth, 
and  the  three  other  great  points.  A  very  great  body  of  fleady 
light  fhould  be  admitted  from  the  central  top,  and  every  win¬ 
dow  fliould  be  made  to  let  down  from  above,  the  exadf  half 
of  the  whole  window ;  and  part  of  the  central  top,  or  of  fe- 
veral  of  the  other  windows,  fhould  be  open  continually,  and 
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this  as  much  for  the  bodily  health  of  the  people,  as  to  clear 
and  quicken  their  apprehenfions,  and  to  animate  their  wor- 
fhip  of  God  ! 

The  delks  for  the  minifter  and  clerk,  and  the  feats  on  eacn 
fide  for  the  fingers,  male  and  female,  (between  the  ages  of 
ten  and  fifteen)  fhould  face  full  fouth,  fo  that  the  glorious  lu¬ 
minary  the  fun  may  fhine  full  on  them  without  the  inter¬ 
vention  of  any  curtain  in  winter,  and  in  fummer  his  rays  to 
be  moderated  at  molt  by  means  of  a  curtain  of  fine  white 
linen.  The  feats  fhould  be  very  broad;  perhaps  twice  the 
breadth  of  molt  of  the  benches  or  forms  that  are  ufed  in  the 
world;  for  the  eafe  of  a  feat  depends  not  fo  much  on  its  foft- 
nefs,  as  on  a  fufficient  breadth  to  fupport  the  whole  thigh, 
forward  to  the  calf  of  the  leg'. 

If  an  organ  be  thought  proper,  the  organiff,  if  poffible, 
fhould  be  a  man  of  real  piety,  and  fhould  moreover  be  tied 
down  to  play  certain  heart-melting,  foul-foothing,  elevating, 
and  aggrandizing  tunes,  voluntaries,  or  pieces  of  truly  facred 
mufick;  and  always  to  play  under  the  voices  of  the  congrega¬ 
tion  when  they  fing,  and  not  to  grate  the  ears,  ftun  the  fenfes, 
and  grieve  the  heart,  of  every  perfon  of  taffe  and  of  piety,  as 
almoff  all  the  organifls  I  have  heard  do,  by  their  wild,  loofe, 
brifk,  theatrical,  or  lafcivious  airs, — by  quickly  fcampering 
up  and  down  the  ladder  of  founds, — by  running  their  wTild 
variations  on  grave  and  approved  tunes, — by  difplaving  their 
wondrous  execution  or  fingering,  and  to  aftonifh  us  with  their 
art  in  refolving  the  molt  harfh  and  difcordant  notes  into  me¬ 
lody, — and  with  their  modern  invariable  cadences. 

Every  thing  in  and  about  the  church  fhould  be  either  pure 
white,  or  of  the  molt  delicate  fky-blue  colour.  The  reading 
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defies,  front  galleries,  and  other  principal  places,  may  behung 
or  covered  with  fine  white  linen.  Of  fine  white  linen,  too, 
fhould  be  the  outward  garment  of  the  minifler,  with  a  white 
or  a  fky-blue  linen  girdle,  or  one  of  the  purefl  gold. 

All  the  under  garments  of  the  minifler  and  clerk  fhould  be 
of  fine  white  woollen,  cotton,  or  linen,  and  no  tbe  white  with¬ 
out  and  black  within ;  as  are  moll  of  the  prefent  clergy,  with 

their  furplices,  &c. - Black  clothes  and  black  robes  are  at 

befl  but  infernal  finery;  they  could  never  have  been  of  Di¬ 
vine  inflitution, — black  being  emblematical  of  ignorance,  of 
evil,  of  darknefs,  of  death;  whereas  white  linen  is  ordained 
and  mentioned  repeatedly  in  the  Old  and  in  the  New  Tefla- 
ment,  as  proper  for  the  prieftly  offices, — as  the  clothing  of 
the  faints  in  heaven, — and  as  denoting  figuratively  the  purity 
of  angels,  and  the  righteoufnefs  of  Jefus  Chriff! 

As  to  the  form  or  order  of  the  fervice,  it  may  be  proper  to 
begin  with  molt  folemnly  reciting  the  Lord’s  Prayer  1  then  to 
read  an  approved  paraphrafe  or  explanation  of  it,  to  fix  the 
attention,  and  to  edify  the  more  thoughtlefs  and  lefs  informed 
part  of  the  congregation  to  the  wondrous  all-comprehending 
Original.  Then  the  ten  commandments  may  be  reverently 
and  molt  emphatically  read,  concluding  them  with  the  words 
of  our  bleffed  Lord !  which  may  be  called  the  eleventh,— 
“  A  new  commandment  I  give  unto  you,  That  ye  love  one 
another!  that  as  I  have  loved  you,  ye  may  alfo  love  one 
another.”  God  is  Love!  and  Love  is  the  fulfilling  of  the 
whole  Law  ’ 

A  pfalm  or  pfalms  of  David  may  then  be  fung  for  a  quar¬ 
ter,  or  for  half  an  hour;  and  then  the  Old  Teflament  may  be 

read 
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read  in  its  order,  till  twelve  o’clock,  introducing  fifteen  or 
twenty  minutes  finging  between  every  hour’s  folemn  reading 
of  the  facred  Old  Teflament  text. 

About  noon,  the  Lord’s  Prayer  may  again  be  repeated,  and 
the  Commandments  read ;  and  the  daily  fervice  of  reading  in 
the  New  Teflament,  with  periodical  finging,  as  in  the  fore¬ 
noon,  may  then  go  on  till  near  eight  o’clock  in  the  evening, 
when  the  whole  fervice  may  be  concluded  with  praying  the 
Lord’s  Prayer,  reciting  the  approved  Paraphrafe,  rehearfing 
the  great  Commandments,  and  bellowing  the  Apoflolical 
Benedidlion  on  the  people. 

By  this  courfe  or  ordination  of  church  fervice  or  worfhip, 
the  New  Teflament  (which  is  the  glorious  noon  of  that  falva- 
tion  day  of  which  the  Old  Teflament  was  the  dawning  and 
the  morning  light)  will  be  read  five  or  fix  times  over,  while 
the  Old  Teflament  is  read  over  once;  and  the  fweet  Pfalms 
of  David,  which  are  wine  and  oil,  milk  and  honey,  to  every 
pious  heart,  and  applicable  to  its  every  poffible  frame,  will  be 
often  fung  over  and  over,  by  finging  one,  two,  or  three  whole 
pfalms,  according  to  their  length,  every  hour,  to  relieve  the 
reading  of  the  Sacred  Word! 

At  the  beginning  of  every  chapter  and  pfalm,  however  long 
or  fhort  it  may  be,  the  minifler  and  all  the  people  may  fay 
aloud,  with  folemn  proflration  of  body  and  of  foul,  Holy, 
Holy,  Holy,*  Lord  God  Almighty  !  the  heavens  and  the 

*  If  any  one  objects  to  this  repetition  of  Holy,  holy,  &c.  let  him  recoiled!, 
that  in  our  Blefied  Lord’s  Revelation  to  St.  John,  we  are  told,  that  in  heaven 

they  reft  not  day  and  night,  faying  Holy,  Holy,  Holy,  Lord  God  Al¬ 
mighty,”  &c.  falling  proftrate,  and  calling  down  their  crowns  before  the 
eternal  throne. 
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earth  are  full  of  the  majefty  of  thy  glory!  Thy  truth  is  eternal, 
and  Thy  tender  mercies  for  ever  brood  over  all  Thy  works! 
O  Spirit  Divine !  who  haft  here  revealed  thy  will,  open  our 
underftandings,  that  we  may  underftand  Thy  Scriptures ; 
imprefs  them  on  our  minds,  and  enable  us  to  obey  all  Thy 
commandments. 

And  at  the  conclufion  of  every  chapter  and  pfalm,  however 
fhort,  the  minifter  and  all  the  people  may  fay,  with  thankful- 
nefs  of  heart,  and  with  deliberate  folemnity  of  voice — Glory 
be  to  the  Father !  and  to  the  Son !  and  to  the  Holy  Ghoft ! 
Three  Perfons,  Attributes,  or  Offices,  in  One  Eternal,  Om¬ 
nipotent,  and  ever  Incomprehenfible  God  !  blefted  for  ever¬ 
more,  worlds  without  end,  Amen, — for  the  revelation  of  His 
Holy  Word  and  Will  in  His  Sacred  Scriptures  of  the  Old 
and  New  Teftaments!  and  for  all  His  Mercies  fpiritual  and 
temporal,  known  and  unknown,  which  He  hath  conferred 
upon  us;  efpecially  for  the  merciful  inftitution  of  His  holy 
fabbath, — of  His  facred  ordinances  of  Baptifm  and  the  Lords 
Supper; — and  above  all,  for  His  marvellous  love  in  the  re¬ 
demption  of  the  world  by  His  only  begotten  and  ever  well- 
beloved  Son,  our  dear  Lord  Jefus  Chrift!  who  is  God  ovef; 
all,  and  blefted  for  evermore.  Amen. 

As  the  minifter  goes  on  reading  the  Sacred  Volume,  he 
may  accompany,  animate,  confecrate,  or  perfume  his  reading, 
with  fhort  ejaculatory  prayer  and  praifing,  a  very  few  words 
at  a  time,  as  the  Spirit  may  give  him  utterance ;  and  fo  to 
lower  and  modulate  his  voice,  as  fcarce  to  interrupt  the  chain 
or  connexion  of  the  reading;  and  in  places  which  appear  to 
require  explanation  or  amplification,  to  doit  in  as  juft,  faith¬ 
ful,  and  concife  a  manner,  as  his  knowledge  may  allow; — 
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..but  the  excellency  of  a  minifter  in  this  New  and  True  Church 
of  Chriil,  is  always  to  be  ellimated  by  his  temperate,  humble, 
beneficent,  holy,  and  in  all  things  exemplary  life  and  con¬ 
vention  ; — by  the  folemn,  clear,  emphatic,  deliberatenefs  of 
his  reading  the  Sacred  Volume!  and  by  the  faithfulnefs  and 
Jliortnefs  of  his  explanations  and  illuftrations  of  the  facred 
unalterable  text !  Nay,  when  the  fubj  eft  does  not  feem  to 
require  it,  or  when  he  is  in  doubt,  or  confcious  of  incapa¬ 
city,  or  of  his  not  being  animated  or  illuminated  by  the  Holy 
Spirit  of  God  !  he  may  go  on  through  whole  chapters  with¬ 
out  any  explanation,  commentary,  or  illuftration  at  all, — and 
even  without  the  (hort  ejaculatory  prayer  or  praifing,  except 
at  the  beginning  and  end  of  every  chapter, — in  which  he  is 
to  be  joined  by  the  whole  congregation ;  and  which  are  never 
to  be  neglefted  in  this  True  Church  of  Chrift,  nor  in  reading 
the  Sacred  Volume  at  home  in  their  family  or  clofet,  by  any 
of  H  is  real  followers  who  fincerely  defire  to  be  bleffed  with 
the  glorious  illumination  oi  that  Holy  Spirit  which  indited 
the  Sacred  Volume!  and  who  read  the  Bible  not  with  the 
view  of  finding  out  its  imaginaiy  faults  and  contradiftions,  or 
that  they  may  be  able  and  admired  difputants, — but  as  ear- 
neftly  defining  to  learn  their  duty  towards  God  !  their  fel¬ 
low-creatures,  and  themfelves,  limply,  humbly,  and  lovingly, 
to  praftife  or  perform  it  in  all  refpefts  to  the  utmoft  of  their 
power,  and  tor  ever. 

0 

In  Tinging,  the  pfalms  mult  be  given  out  line  by  line,  in  a 
clear  audible  voice,  that  the  memory  may  not  be  engaged  in 
remembering  two  or  more  lines ;  but  that  the  fouls  and  all 
the  affeftions  of  the  congregation  may  be  at  liberty  iweetly  to 
brood  over  and  digell  the  fpiritual  fenfe  ot  the  facred  words. 
The  clerk  alone.  Ihould  ling  the  firlt  line  of  every  pfalm,  and 

at 
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at  the  beginning  of  the  fecond  line  he  is  to  be  joined  by  the 
whole  congregation.  This  marks  the  tune,  and  with  a  gradual 
gentle  fweetnefs  introduces  that  very  heavenly  part  of  the 
fervice. 

I  have  often  been  fhocked  at  the  harfh,  loud,  ruffian-like, 
fudden  violence  with  which  the  hired  or  fancied  fine-fingers, 
in  moft  places  of  worffiip,  fnatch  the  tune  out  of  the  throat  of 
the  clerk  the  moment  he  has  given  out  the  firfl  line.  Then 
the  fcreaming  of  charity-boys,  flriving  with  the  loud  din  of 
the  full  organ,  and  the  tricks  and  unmerciful  driving  on  of 
a  gracelefs  organift,  altogether  make  grating  and  fad  deafen¬ 
ing  work. 

In  this  True  Chriftian  Church  the  bleffed  and  bleffing  fa- 
craments  of  Baptifm  and  the  Lord’s  Supper  mull  be  devoutly 
adminiflered.  Infants  may  be  baptifed  by  fprinkling,  as  at 
prefent  in  the  churches  of  England  and  Scotland;  but  in- 
llead  of  godfathers  and  godmothers,  the  child’s  own  father 
and  mother  mull  be  the  fponfors.  When  the  child  is  grown 
up  to  full  age  and  ilature, — when  he  has  been  taught,  and 
clearly  understands,  and  thankfully  believes,  all  the 
Chriftian  dofilrines,  efpecially  the  holy  and  important  nature 
of  Baptifm  and  our  Lord’s  Supper,  and  is  a  hearty  believer, 
a  fincere  penitent,  of  blamelefs  life  and  converfation,  and  de- 
firous  to  take  the  baptifinal  vows  upon  himfelf,  and  publickly 
to  renounce  the  fins  of  the  world,  the  flefh,  and  the  devil, 
and  to  live  a  holy  and  exemplary  life,  as  a  true  difciple  of 
Jefus  Chrift! — then,  and  not  till  then,  he  may  be  baptifed 
again,  by  total  immerfion  in  an  open  river  or  in  the  fea,  and 
partake  of  our  Lord’s  Supper,  agreeable  to  the  example  and 
pofitive  inftitution  of  our  bleffed  Lord  Himfelf! 
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The  holy  facrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  may  be  admi- 
niftered  to  fuch  perfons,  and  to  fuch  only,  every  month,  or 
perhaps  every  Lord’s  day. 

The  above  propofals,  or  hints,  are  the  hafty  and  wholly 
unpremeditated  outlines  of  what  I  wifh  the  New  and  True 
Church  of  Chrift  to  be.  But  by  ferious  meditation,  prayer, 
experience,  and  the  Divine  blefling  on  the  deliberations  of  a 
committee  of  far  wifer  and  holier  men  than  myfelf,  the  above 
fketch  may  be  altered,  improved,  or  confirmed.  Almighty 
God!  who  alone  knoweth  the  hearts  of  men,  accepts  of  the 
humble,  loving,  and  obedient  fncerity  of  his  poor  creatures, 
inllead  of  perfedlion ;  and  the  force  of  nature  and  of  habit  on 
mankind  is  next  to  omnipotent.  I  would  therefore  have 
every  perfon  to  be  extremely  cautious,  and  not  lightly  orfud- 
denly  to  leave  any  of  the  Proteftant  churches,  fedfs,  or  fock 
eties,  in  which  they  have  been  born,  to  which  they  are  at¬ 
tached,  or  of  which  they  have  long  been  members,  in  order 
to  become  members  of  this  New  and  only  True  Church  of 
Chrift!  For  my  own  part,  I  feel  fo  ftrong  and  affectionate 
an  attachment  to  the  lervice,  to  the  ft nging,  and  even  to  the 
walls  and  feats  of  the  old  Grey-Friars  church  at  Edinburgh, 
in  which  I  fat  for  the  ftrft  feventeen  years  of  my  life,  that  I 
lhall,  perhaps,  never  be  able  to  let  a  fabbath-day  pafs  when  I 
am  in  that  city,  without  going  into  that  church  to  worfhip 
God!  (notwithftanding the  fhortnefs,  irreverence,  and  im¬ 
proprieties  of  the  fervice)  and  to  have  my  heart  melted  with 
a  thoufand  tender,  innocent,  and  admonitory  remembrances. 
For  it  is  the  humble,  loving,  and  reverential  fpiritual  frame 
of  the  foul,  which  God  regardeth,  and  which  breathes  blefs- 
ednefs  through  all  its  faculties  and  affections,  and  not  the 
pomp  of  the  fervice,  the  corredlnefs  of  the  order  of  worfhip* 
nor  the  holinefs  or  worthlefsnefs  of  the  minifter. 
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Indeed,  I  believe  the  fated:  and  bed:  rule  for  every  one  will 
be,  for  him  to  go  oftened  or  only  to  that  church,  meeting,  or 
place  of  worlhip,  where  he  is  mod  devout,  and  mod  edified 
or  benefited.  But  I  would  earnedly  advife  everyone,  in  the 
intervals  of  bufinefs,  fecular  and  religious,  indead  of  being 
idle,  or  of  going  into  trifling  or  vicious  company,  or  to  a 
worfe  place,  to  go  to  this  New  and  True  Chridian  Church. 

After  all, — if  this  propofed  New  Church  be  a  whimfical  or 
bad  plan,  or  a  merely  human  inditution,  it  will  certainly  come 
to  nought;  but  it  this  idea  or  propofal  be  ot  God  !  the  im¬ 
pious  fcoffers,  the  mere  hireling  worldly  part  of  the  clergy, 
nor  the  devil  himfelf,  cannot  overthrow  it; — it  mud  in  due 
time  and  manner  be  edablifhed,  and  it  will  flourifh  while  the 
world  endures : — and  let  all  be  cautious  how  they  decide,  and 
how  they  aft  in  this  matter,  “  led,  perhaps,  they  be  tound 
even  to  fierht  apainft  God  !” 

o  o 


The  infpired  Royal  Pfalmid’s  declaration,  in  the  fird  and 
fecond  verfes  of  his  firdpfalm,  is  a  drong  compliment  to  the 
propofed  True  Church.  For  there  he  declareth  the  bleded- 
nefs,  yea  the  perfeft  bledednefs  of  that  man,  who,  avoiding 
the  counfel  and  the  company  of  Tinners,  and  of  thole  who 
fcorn  or  mock  at  facred  things,  delighteth  in  the  Law  or  Holy 
Word  of  God  !  reading  and  meditating  therein  both  day  and 
night. 

The  eighth  chapter  of  Nehemiah  is  likewife  exprefsly  and 
very  pointedly  in  favour  of  our  propofed  church.  “  And  all 
the  people  gathered  themfelves  together  as  one  man,  and 
fpake  unto  Ezra  the  feribe  to  bring  the  book  of  the  law  ot 
Mofes,  which  the  Lord  had  commanded  to  Ifrael.  And 
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Ezra  the  priefl  brought  the  law  before  the  congregation,  both 
of  men  and  women,  and  all  that  could  hear  with  underfland- 
ing,  and  he  read  therein  from  the  morning  until  mid-day, 
before  all  thofe  that  could  underhand ;  and  the  ears  of  all 
the  people  were  attentive  unto  the  Book  of  the  Law.  And 
Ezra  flood  upon  a  pulpit  ol  wood,  which  they  had  made  for 
the  purpofe,  and  befide  him  flood  Mattithia,  Zechariah,  &c. 
and  Ezra  opened  the  book  in  the  fight  of  all  the  people,  (for 
he  was  above  all  the  people)  and  when  he  opened  it  all  the 
people  flood  up.  And  Ezra  blcffed  the  Lord  the  great  God ! 
and  all  the  people  anfwered,  Amen,  Amen,  with  lifting  up 
their  hands :  and  they  bowed  their  heads,  and  worfhipped  the 
Lord,  with  their  faces  to  the  ground.  Alfo  Jefhua,  & c.  and 
the  Levites,  caufed  the  people  to  underfland  the  law,  and  the 
people  flood  in  their  place.  So  they  read  in  the  book,  in  the 
law  of  God  diflinftly,  and  gave  the  fenfe,  and  caufed  them 
to  underfland  the  reading.  And  all  the  people  wept  when 
they  heard  the  words  of  the  law.  Then  faid  he  unto  them, 
Go  your  way,  eat  the  fat,  and  drink  the  fweet,  and  fend  por¬ 
tions  unto  them  for  whom  nothing  is  prepared:  for  this  day 
is  holy  unto  our  Lord :  neither  be  ye  forry,  for  the  joy  of  the 
Lord  is  your  flrength.  And  all  the  people  went  away  to  eat, 
and  to  drink,  and  to  fend  portions,  and  to  make  great  mirth, 
becaufe  they  underflood  the  words  that  were  declared  unto 
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them.  And  day  by  day,  from  the  firft  day  unto  the  lafl  day, 
he  read  in  the  book  of  the  law  of  God!” 

If,  then,  the  Old  Law  was  fo  revered  by  the  people,  how 
much  more  ought  Chriflians  to  delight  in  that  New  and  bet¬ 
ter  Covenant, — the  Law  of  Love, — the  blcffed  Gofpel  of 
Jefus  Chrifl! 


To 
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To  all  thofe  perfons  who  may  perceive  the  propriety,  and. 
who  feel  themfelves  difpofed  to  favour  and  to  promote  this 
propofed  New  and  True  Chridian  Church,  I  moil  humbly 
and  affeHionately  beg  leave  to  exhort  them  to  Chridian  una¬ 
nimity,  meeknefs,  prudence,  and  forbearance.  Live,  my 
dear  friends,  in  peace  (as  much  as  in  you  lies)  with  all  men. 
Irritate  no  one.  Perfecute  no  one.  Defpife  no  one;  and 
difpute  not  with  any  one,  fo  as  to  engender  bitternefs,  or 
drife,  or  wrath,  or  malice. 

Love  and  honour  the  Jews,  becaufe,  according  to  the  flefh, 
our  dear  Saviour  himfelf  was  of  that  nation, — becaufe  they 
are  our  elder  and  more  honourable  brothers,  and  will  furely 
be  foon  brought  in  to  acknowledge  and  to  cleave  to  Jefus! 
as  the  true  Meflias,  with  the  fulnefs  of  the  Gentile  nations, 
who  are  all  mankind  behdes.  Think  not,  my  brethren,  that 
becaufe  of  their  unbelief,  and  for  having  crucified  the  Lord 
of  Life !  that  they  are  wholly  dead  branches  cut  off  from  the 

Eternal  Vine. - No.  Whom  God  loveth once,  He  loveth 

unto  the  end.  The  feed  and  the  fap  of  life  dill  remains  la¬ 
tent  and  alive  in  them ;  and  let  us  hope  that  their  dill  ope¬ 
rating  punifhment  will  now  foon  be  over,  that  when  the 
wintry  dorms  which  have  fcattered  them  withered  and  de  i 
fpifed,  over  the  whole  earth,  diall  be  over,  that  they  will  be 
grafted  into  their  own  Parent  and  Original  Vine!  that  True 
Vine !  into  which  we,  as  wild  and  foreign  branches,  have  by 
His  wondrous  mercy  been,  on  their  deletion,  and  in  their 
room,  grafted.  Then  diall  “  the  time  of  bilging  be  come, — 
then  diall  they  hear,  in  their  own  land,  the  voice  of  the  (Holy 
Spirit! — the  celedial! — the  white-winged)  Turtle!55 — and  the 
prouded  of  their  prefent  defpifers  may  be  proud  to  take  fhel- 
tcr  under  their  glorious  broad-fpreading  branches. 
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As  to  the  Roman  Catholics,  live  in  peace  and  in  love  with 
them.  Remember  an  Ambrofe,  an  Auguftine,  a  Kempis,  a 
Ganganelli;  and  that,  notwithstanding  the  errors,  delufions, 
and  impieties,  which  crept  into  that  ancient  church, — yet  in 
every  age  of  it,  and  in  every  country,  there  have  been  men 
and  women  of  as  deep  learning,  of  as  true  wifdom,  and  of  as 
fublime  piety,  as  in  any  Proteftant  or  other  church  in  the 
world.  Indeed,  I  have  ever  confidered  the  ferious  and  good 
Roman  Catholics  as  the  moll  diligent  and  devout  worfhippers 
that  I  have  ever  been; — and,  thanks  be  to  God!  the  fuper- 
ilitions,  errors,  and  abufes,  which  have  fo  long  and  fo  fatally 
bubfifted  in  that  church,  feem  now,  as  in  the  fulnefs  of  time, 

to  be  correcting,  and  daily  to  be  dying  away. - Alas!  alas! 

where,  or  in  what  age  of  the  world, — or  in  what  region  of 
hell  itfelf,  have  greater  ignorances,  evils,  maiTacres,  and  enor¬ 
mities  ot  every  kind,  fubfifted,  and  been  perpetrated,  than 
among,  and  by  the  hearts  and  hands  of  men  who  were  called, 
and  who  called  themfelves,  Protestant  Christians! 
but  who  were,  in  reality,  devils  in  the  flefh  and  form  of  men. 

Let  the  Good-Will  and  Providence  of  God  then  operate 
in  the  world!  Be  not  ye  the  judges, — the  fcourgers, — the 
tormentors, — the  executioners,  of  your  fellow^-creatures.  Let 
not  the  Great  Supreme  Creator,  Preferver,  and  Incontroul- 
able  Ruler  ol  the  univerfe !  fay  to  you  in  the  Great  Day  of 
Retribution, — “  Who,  who  required  this  at  your  hands?” 

Pity,  then,  ye  friends  and  favourers  of  our  New  Church, 
— pity,  and  weep  over  the  fins  and  prejudices,  over  the  igno¬ 
rances,  and  errors,  of  your  fellow-creatures  of  every  perfua- 
fion,  and  of  every  denomination  in  the  world.  Strive  not 
fo  much  by  argument,  as  by  example,  to  reform ;  and  buffer 

the 
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the  wheat  to  remain  in  the  chaff,  and  with  the  tares  to  grow 
quietly  together,  till  the  awful  harved,  which  perhaps  is  not 
far  from  hand. 

If  fuch  a  church  as  that  now  propofed,  be  ever  edablifhed, 
fee  that  ye  fplit  not,  nor  divide  into  little  jealous  and  oppo- 
fing  fedfs; — “  fee  that  ye  fall  not  out  by  the  way.”  Live  in 
peace,  and  the  God  of  Peace  will  be  with  you.  Cultivate 
more  and  more  that  Catholic  and  truly  Chriflian  Spirit, 
which,  while  it  reds  unfhaken  and  eternally  on  truth,  humi¬ 
lity,  beneficence,  and  love,  towers  upward  with  all  the  fub- 
tilty  of  the  ferpent,  and  with  all  the  innocency  of  the  dove, 
(of  the  Dove-like  Holy  Spirit!}  into  the  blifsful  regions  of 
eternal  day! 

And  if,  whilft  you  are  journeying  through  the  rough  and 
myflerious  paths  of  this  life  of  trial,  temptations,  and  purifi¬ 
cation, — “  enquiring  for  Zion,  with  your  faces  thitherward;” 
— if  feemingly  adverfe  providences,  and  even  the  fevered: 
trials,  environ  you,  look  dill  continually  to  Jefus!  and  recoi¬ 
led!  the  impofhbility  of  even  the  wifeft,  mod:  prudent,  mod 
fortunate,  and  bed  Chridians,  walking  through  a  valley  of 
tears  without  fhedding  fome,  both  for  yourfelves  and  for 
others, — of  walking  through  a  thorny  and  a  dreary  wilder- 
nefs,  without  being  torn,  and  even  fometimes  fainting  in  the 
inhofpitable  and  weary  way. 

Beware  of  fpiritual  pride.  Beware  of  tearing  yourfelf  vio¬ 
lently,  haughtily,  or  rudely  away  from  your  mother  churches 
or  fedts.  Defpife  no  one.  Be  refpedlful  and  kind  to  all; 
and  let  there  be  no  parties  nor  diffentions  among  yourfelves, 
when  you  are  embodied  in  the  True  Church.  Love,  pity, 
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bear  with,  and  weep  over  the  whole  world.  Yea,  love  and 
pity  thofe  weak  but  well-meaning  perfons  the  moft,  whom 
you  know  to  be  the  moft  “  out  of  the  way.”  Pray  for  one 
another, — and  for  all  mankind,  as  well  as  for  yourfelves, — in 
public,  in  private,  in  your  folitary  walks  and  meditations, — 
but  efpecially  whenever  you  feel  yourfelves  under  the  facred 
and  melting  influences  of  the  Divine  Light  and  Love !  and 
in  the  blent  watches  of  our  emblematical  and  monitory  nights* 

To  contradict  the  fcofting  and  gainfaying  of  the  world,  let 
us,  by  diligence  and  honour  in  our  lawful  bufinefs,  cherifh 
our  families,  and  provide  things  decent  and  honeft  in  the  fight 
of  all  men.  Let  us  at  all  times  be  clean,  cool,  temperate, 
fober,  felf-denying,  chafte.  Let  us  inceffantly  feaft  and  fatten 
on  the  Sacred  Word  of  God!  the  Bible,  with  ejaculatory 
and  other  prayer  and  praifmg.  Let  us  keep  moft  holy  every 
fabbath-day.  Let  us  be  watchful  for  the  temporal  and  for  the 
eternal  well-being  of  the  bodies  and  fouls  of  our  children  and 
fervants;  and  in  the  fear,  and  through  the  ftrength  of  God! 
let  us  mortify  the  flefh,  refill  the  devil,  flee  from  the  first 
flep  or  temptation  to  evil,  and  keep  ourfelves  unfpotted  from 
the  wicked  world. 


Finally,  and  to  conclude  all ; — let  us  ever  remember,  and 
Over  aft  in  the  world  with  circumfpeftion  and  lenity,  as  fuit- 
ahly  impreffed  with  the  vaft  and  dread  importance  of  the 
following  awful  truths,  viz.  That  errors  and  delufions,  pride 
and  paflions,  falfities  and  frailties,  are  iiifeparable  from  the 
wifeft  and  beft  of  us  all,  while  exiled  or  imprifoned  in  this 
mortal  body  of  fin  and  death, — and  whilft  we  remain  in  this 
world  of  contagion  and  of  woe;  and  that  perhaps  not  one  of 
us  entertains  his  errors,  pollutions,  prejudices,  or  evil  habits, 
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as  fuch; — but  as  gravely  and  ferioufly  convinced  that  his  or 
her  prefent  opinions,  habits,  or  wpy  in  which  they  now  walk, 
is  true  and  real,  and  good,  (at  lead  for  the  prefent  time)  and 
important ; — (however  erroneous  or  finful  they  may  really  be) 
but  alas!  when  he  or  (he  (lands  on  the  verge  of  this  world,  or 
is  landed  on  the  eternal  fpiritual  worlds, — and  in  or  juft  pafled 
through  the  hands  of  death,  who  drips  or  chops  off  all  our 
errors,  delufions,  mafks,  falfities,  and  fins; — or,  in  other 
words,  who  drips  off  with  the  mortal  body,  our  mortal  or  iu- 
telle£lual  delufions,  or  worthlefs,  noxious,  impure,  and  com- 
budible  matter,  that  will  not,  that  cannot  abide  the  all-trying 
and  final  fire, — and  which  cannot  poffibly  enter  or  be  afli- 
milated  in  the  kingdom  or  eternal  world  of  truth,  purity,  and 
holinefs !  Death  cafting  them  out  into  outer  darknefs,  and 
into  unutterable  woe,  leaving  them  to  be  burnt  up  in  the  tre¬ 
mendous,  and  perhaps  fpeedy,  general  conflagration  of  this 
world; — then,  inflantly,  at  death,  the  difburthened,  the  un¬ 
clothed,  the  unfhackled,  the  difabufed,  and  naked  foul  or 
fpirit,  whether  good  or  bad,  fees  with  (at  prefent  inconceiva¬ 
ble)  trembling  and  amazement,  the  great,  the  innumerable 
errors,  the  vain  and  mad  purfuits,  and  the  dreadful  delufions, 
which  itfelf,  and  all  mankind  were  in,  whilfl  in  the  body;— - 
and  with  the  mod  horrible  and  unfpeakable  apprehenfion  and 
trembling,  the  naked  and  now  e'xqulfitely  fufceptible  foul 
wonders  at  the  immenfity  of  miferies,  human  and  diabolical, 
— at  that  world  of  impurities,  errors,  falfities,  delufions,  and 
worthlefs  combudible  chaff  or  rubbiftithat  is  to  be  burnt  up; 
— and  with  equal  wonder  it  furveys  the  comparatively  little 
heap  or  world  of  pure,  luminous,  mild,  homogene,  harmo¬ 
nious,  loving,  and  imperifhable  matter,  dra  t  Ample  truth,  re¬ 
ality,  or  Celedial  Light,  Life,  and  Love!  which  no  grofs  or 
infernal  fire  can  touch, -which  no  changes  can  alter -which 
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neither  time  nor  eternity  can  leffen  or  decay, — but  which,, 
like  its  ever-pure,  ever-orierjt,  ever  fupremely  adorable,  effen- 
tial,  felf-exifting  Source!  is  capable  of  remaining  eternally. 

When,  to  the  righteous, — that  is,  to  the  good  men  and 
women  of  every  age  and  country,  who  have  confcientioufly 
and  fteadily  a£led  up  to  the  bell  light  they  were  then  favoured 
with,  and  which  God  in  his  all-wife  providence  faw  lit  in 
the  feveral  ages  and  countries  of  the  world  to  bellow,  our 
blelTed  Lord !  whofe  Omnipotent  Spirit  hath  ever  varioully 
and  univerfally  been  operating,  (however  fecretly  or  un¬ 
known)  lhall  fay,  “  Come,  ye  blelTed  of  my  Father,  inherit 
the  kingdom  prepared  for  you  from  the  foundation  of  the 

world!” - But  unto  the  wicked  of  every  age  and  country", 

efpecially  to  thofe  the  reje£lers  of  the  Gofpel  found, — to  the, 
learned,  felf-wife  defpifers,  denyers,  and  contemners  of  Jefus 
Chrift!  He  lhall  fay, — “  Depart  from  me,  ye  curfed,  into 
everlalling  lire,  prepared  for  the  devil  and  his  angels.” 

The  tremendous  general  conflagration  of  this  earth  then 
commences, — it  flies  off  perhaps  a  comet  to  other  worlds, — 
“  the  powers  of  heaven  are  lhaken,” — the  other  planets  of 
our  folar  fyflem  figure  into  a  new,  but  juft  and ?p re-ordained 
arrangement, — and  Eternity  in  harmony  rolls  on  at  the  nod 
■ — at  the  Ample  volition  of  THE  SUPREME  ETERNAL! 


A  Sketch 


(Si  ) 

A  Sketch  of  a  Paraphrafe  on  our  Lord's  Prayer ,  humbly 
fubmitted  to  the  Public.  1 

(QUR  FATHER-  -our  good  and  gracious  Father ! — thou 
permitted;,  nay  teached  us,  to  addrefs  Thee  by  that  af¬ 
fectionate — by  that  endearing  appellation.  How  great  the 
privilege ! — how  comfortable  the  condefccnfion !  With  hum¬ 
ble  confidence,  therefore,  and  with  cordial — with  filial  affec- 

.  i 

tion,  we  look  up  to  Thee!  and  grafping  not  only  our  kindred 
and  our  kind,  but  the  whole  univerfe,  we  addrefs  Thee  jointly 
and  in  their  behalf,  not  as  mine  only,  but  as  Thou  had  taught 
us,  as  CLr  Father, — WHICFI  ART  IN  HEAVEN!  who  art 
neceffarily,  and  eternally  exiding  in  heaven, — in  regions  of 
purity — of  peaceful  ferenity — ol  intellectual  light — of  uni- 
verfal  love !  Are  we,  then,  Thy  children — the  children  of  fo 
great  a  Father!  Defcended  from  Thee,  are  we  too  to  exid 
eternally  ?  Humbly  imitating  Thy  glorious  perfections,  teach 
us,  O  Heavenly  Father,  to  think — to  fpeak — and  to  act  as 
becomes  the  offspring  of  fo  high  a  Parent;  and  whild  here  in 
our  minority,  unable  to  enjoy,  and  unworthy  to  pod'efs  the 
inheritance  we  may  hereafter  through  thy  mercy  attain, — O 
grant,  that  we  may  now  anxioufly  cultivate  thofe  difpofitions 
which  qualify,  and  purfue  thofe  paths  that  may  lead  us  finally 
home  to  Thee,  Our  Father  who  art  in  Heaven : — HAL¬ 
LOWED  BE  THY  NAME, — thy  great  and  holy  Name ! 
Ever,  and  by  all  be  it  mentioned  with  humble,  and  with  hal¬ 
lowed  lips;  and  by  whatever  appellation,  or  defignation,— ■ 
by  whatever  figure  or  form,  we  conceive  of  Thee,  or  pre¬ 
fume  to  exprefs  thy  nature  or  thy  name,  dill  be  Thou  hal¬ 
lowed — dill  be  our  minds  impreffed  with  awful  reverence, 
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and  our  fouls  with  grateful  love.  We,  therefore,  with  prof- 
trate  hearts,  and  with  pure  affeClions,  bend  at  the  throne  of 
grace,  before  Thee  Our  Father,  which  art  in  heaven  and  on 
earth  Supreme! — adoring  Thee  in  all  thy  ways,  works,  and 
difpenfations,  both  in  thy  natural  and  in  thy  moral  worlds, 
whether  we  at  prefent  confider  them  as  adverfe  or  profper- 
ous; — and  praying  that,  THY  KINGDOM  COME, — thy 
bleiTed  kingdom  of  univerfal  charity,  purity,  holinefs,  and 
boundlefs  love, — we  humbly,  yet  ardently  pray — that  it  may 
come  among  us ; — that  thy  fpiritual  kingdom  may,  in  its  mod 
Pure  Light,  Truth,  and  Simplicity,  be  edablifhed  in  every 
heart; — innocence,  alas!  is  not  there  to  fupport  it,  but  O 
dretch  forth  thy  merciful  arm ;  cleanfe  us  from  fin ;  and  build 
it  on  humility,  fincerity,  obedience,  and  love: — and  when 
edablifhed — oh !  let  not  the  depravity  of  our  nature,— the 
wild  guffs  of  wayward  paiTions,  nor  the  malice  and  machina¬ 
tions  of  the  devil,  of  the  flefh,  or  of  the  world,  diflu rb  the 
intelleClual  harmony,  nor  derange  or  fub vert  the  divine  (Eco¬ 
nomy  of  thy  heavenly  kingdom.  But  if  the  full  tide  of  fin 
and  corruptions  fhould  repel  the  Celeflial  Light! — fliould 
fin  grieve,  or  as  it  were  chafe  away  Thy  Holy  Spirit!  and 
prevent  the  eflablifhment  of  thy  bleffed  kingdom- — change, 
gracioufly  vouchfafe  to  change, — O  Thou  great  Ocean  of 
goodnefs  and  mercy!  the  polluted  dreams  of  our  evil  habits 
and  affeClions,  into  torrents  of  contrition  and  of  love !  that 
our  fouls,  through  time,  and  in  eternity,  may  be  expanded, 
and  fweetly  poured  forth,  towards  Thee — the  fil'd — the  in- 
exhaudible  fountain  of  all  Good!  For  this  happy  purpofe, 
THY  WILL  BE  DONE  IN  EARTH,  AS  IT  IS  IN 
HEAVEN,- — thy  bleffed  Will,  thy  righteous  Laws,  which 
I  non  had  been  pleafed  to  write  in  every  heart,  in  fuch  cha¬ 
racters,  as  even  the  blacknefs  of  fin  cannot  wholly  obliterate, 
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—-thy  hleffed  Will,  which,  in  the  divine  purity  and  fimplicity 
of  its  own  native  light,  fhines  forth  fully,  clearly,  and  moll 
gracioufly  revealed  in  the  Gofpel  of  Peace,  O  may  it  more 
univerfally  be  done  on  earth,  and  in  our  earthly  or  human 
nature,  purified  and  fandtified  by  being  taken  into  thy  glorified 
humanity!  even  with  thofepure  and  elevated  affeftions,  with 
which  it  is  done  by  the  pure  faints  and  angels  in  heaven. 
For  that  purpofe,  OThou  great  Principle  of  moll  pure,  holy, 
and  divine  Light !  be  pleafed  to  fhine  on  thy  Word  and  W ill 
as  revealed  in  Thy  Sacred  Volume! — and  may  the  Divine 
Light  be  fo  powerfully  impreffed,  and  thence  reflefled  from 
every  mind,  that  both  we  and  many  others  may  thereby  be 
led  into  the  paths  of  ever  Jailing  peace ;  and  may  the  inef¬ 
fable  bleffednefs  of  thofe  who  do  thy  Will  on  earth,  be  loudly 
proclaimed,  and  powerfully  transfufed  from  heart  to  heart; — 
till  the  holy  ardour,  zeal,  or  facred  flame,  becoming  univerfal, 
— it  may  transform  human  into  divine; — and  mortals,  by 
obeying  thy  will  on  earth,  be  charmed  with  the  fupreme 
Beauty  of  Holinefs,  and  cultivating  more  and  more  every  pure 
and  pious  affeHion,  and  delightful  intercourfe,  they  feel  the 
tranfcendent  bleffednefs  of  cleaving  to  Thee,  the  Eternal 
Rock  of  Ages!  and  tafle,  by  fweet  anticipation,  a  goodly 
meafure  of  the  joys  of  immortality,  in  doing  thy  Will  on 
earth,  as  it  is  in  heaven!  GIVE  US  THIS  DAY  OUR 
DAILY  BREAD  ; — day  by  day,  O  raoft  bounteous  Being! 
— this  day,  O  liberal  Father,  do  we  befeech  Thee  to  bellow 
upon  us  fuch  a  portion  of  the  bread  of  life,  even  thy  pardon-* 
ing,  refiraining,  and  affifling  grace!  and  of  the  true  fpiritual 
underftanding  and  comfort  of  thy  Holy  Scriptures! — as  may 
nourifh  up  our  fouls  to  the  enjoyment  of  an  eternal  exigence 
in  thy  more  immediate,  and  more  glorious  prefence  in  hea¬ 
ven  ! — and  we  likewife  look  up  to  Thee,  for  the  bread  which 
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Thou  haft  made  neceflary  for  the  comfort  and  nourifhment 
of  thefe  our  frail  bodies.  We  fee,  daily,  the  uncertainty,  and 
the  very  great  viciffitudes  of  all  worldly  things;  and  we  are 
convinced  that  it  is  our  duty  and  our  intereft  continually  to 
look  up  to  Thee!  praying  that  Thou  wouldeft  continue  to 
open  thy  liberal  hand, — to  feed  us  with  convenient  food, — 
and  that  we  may  receive  it  with  thankfulnefs  and  mode¬ 
ration;— AND  FORGIVE  US  OUR  DEBTS,  AS  WE 
FORGIVE  OUR  DEBTORS.  We  prefume  not,  O  Hea¬ 
venly  Father!  we  prefume  not  to  folicit  Thee  to  pardon  our 
offences,  unlefs  we,  from  our  hearts,  firft  forgive  all  thofe 
who  have  any  way  injured  or  offended  us; — for  we  cannot 
expeft  that  Thou,  the  Omnifcient  God, — thepureft,  jufteft, 
raoft  equitable  and  moll  merciful  of  all  Beings,  wilt  pardon 
our  conftant  and  highly  aggravated  offences  againft  Thee, 
our  Holy  Maker  and  beft  BenefaHor  ;  when  we,  finful  crea-, 
lures !  dependent  on  Thee,  and  on  each  other,  will  not  freely 
forgive  thofe  who  accidentally,  or  even  wilfully  have  done 
us  even  the  greateft,  moft  frequent,  and  moft  cruel  wrongs: 

■ — fill  us  therefore  with  meeknefs,  charity,  and  brotherly  love : 
and  fhed  abroad  in  our  hearts,  a  fpirit  of  gentlenefs,  of  for¬ 
bearance,  and  of  univerfal  benevolence; — teaching  us,  not 
only  truly  to  forgive,  but  fincerely  to  pray  for,  all  who  have 
trefpaffed  againft  us,  perfecuted,  or  defpitefully  ufed  us; — and 
even  to  do  all  the  real  good  that  we  poflibly  can  to  both  their 
body  and  their  foul. — Then,  O  merciful  Father!  then  fhall 
we  look  up  to  Thee,  praying  with  humble  confidence,  and 
with  cordial  aiTurance,  that  Thou  wilt  forgive  our  debts  and 
trefpaffes,  as  we  heartily  have  forgiven  all  thofe  who  have 
flandered,  hurt,  robbed,  or  in  any  other  way  trefpaffed  againft 
us.  AND  LEAVE  US  NOT  IN  TEMPTATION, -Leave 
us  not  to  the  evil  one^BUT  DELIVER  US  FROM  EVIL, 
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—guide  and  defend  us,  O  mod;  gracious  Father ! — fuffer  us  not 
to  be  led  into  temptations  beyond  our  ftrength,  and  when 
unafiifted  by  thy  grace  to  refill,  or  to  conquer.  We  pray  not 
that  we  may  never  be  led  into, — but  that  we  may  never  be  left 
by  Thee !  when  we  are  under  temptations.  For  this  is  a 
ftate  ol  trial  and  of  difcipline,  of  perpetual  combat  or  war¬ 
fare;  and  it  is  not  the  indolent  that  is  honoured,  but  the 
conqueror  that  is  crowned.  O  keep  us  on  every  occafion> 
under  the  perpetual  and  powerful  influences  of  thy  Holy 
Spirit;  lor  the  implacable  malice,  and  the  exceeding  fubtilty 
of  the  devil,  that  evil  one  who  continually  day  and  night 
goeth  about  like  a  roaring  lion  feeking  whom  he  may  de¬ 
vour, — and  the  frailty  and  utter  depravity  of  our  own  hearts 
and  nature,  will  lead  us  powerfully,  yea  irrefiftibly,  into  all 
manner  of  dangerous, — yea,  of  fatal  temptations ; — and  the 
finfulnefs  of  the  world,  and  the  mighty  influence  of  cuftom 
or  of  bad  habits,  will  entangle  us  more  and  more  inextricably 
therein; — but  Thou,  O  Father  Omnipotent!  defend  us  by 
thine  almighty  power — reftrain  us  by  thy  faving  grace — and 
deliver  us  from  evil! — from  thofe  evils,  thofe  temptations, 
and  thofe  fins — that  molt  commonly,  moil  ftrongly,  moil* 
eafily,  and  moll  fatally  befet  us.  In  our  own  ftrength  we  are 
very  weak, — in  our  own  greateft  fecurity  utterly  detencelefsj 
— draw  us  therefore,  Almighty  Jehovah !  oh  draw  us  with 
the  cords  of  thy  love,  from  our  ownfelves — unto  Thee — into 
thy  pure,  holy,  and  happy  Kingdom  of  Light,  Life,  and  Love! 
— O  deliver  us  from  the  finful  vanity  of  felf-fufficiency — 
into  the  omnipotent  and  compaflionate  arms  of  thy  mercy; 
— :there  to  be  fubdued  from  the  bondage  of  felf-will,  and  of 
felf  or  any  other  created  dependance ;— there  to  be  falhioned 
alter  thy  glorious  image : — and,  O  may  the  divine  impreflion, 
like  Thyfelf,  be  permanent;— O  cloath  us  with  humility,— 
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gird  us  with  conflantwatchfulnefs; — and  from  hearts  burning 
with  gratitude  and  love,  may  the  fweet  incenfe  of  unfeigned 
devotion  ever  rife,  pure  and  acceptable,  to  thine  eternal 
throne!  Thus  fhall  we  not  be  led  into  finally  fatal  tempta¬ 
tions; — thus  fhall  we  be  delivered  from  all  eventual  evil; — • 
thus  fhall  we  rejoice,  thus  fhall  v/e  exult  in  Thee,  Jehovah — * 
Jefus — the  Counfellor,  the  Comforter,  the  mighty  Lord,  the 
Prince  of  Peace,  the  everlafling  Father! — FOR  THINE  IS 
THE  KINGDOM,  AND  THE  POWER,  AND  THE 
GLORY, — thine  is  the  abfolute,  the  univerfal,  and  the  eter¬ 
nal  Kingdom  of  Light,  Holinefs,  and  Love! — Thine  the 
power  omnipotent  and  uncontroulable ; — and  to  Thee  folely, 
and  ultimately,  fhall  redound  all  honour  and  praife, — yea, 
ineffable  and  tranfcendent  glory !  Knowing,  then  mofl  mer¬ 
ciful  God!  that  Thou  canfl, — we  faithfully  and  cordially 
trufl  that  Thou  wilt — hear  and  anfwer  thefe  prayers  and  peti¬ 
tions,  by  Thee  with  wifdom  and  condefcenfion  taught, —  and 
by  us  with  humble  thankfulnefs  adopted.  To  Thee,  there¬ 
fore,  Our  Father  which  art  in  Heaven!- — to  Thee,  myfterious 
Three  in  Unity, — to  Thee,  the  incomprehenfible,  the  ever- 
operating,  the  Supreme  Firfl  Caufe!  be  afcribed  by  all  things 
animate  and  inanimate — by  all  fyflems  and  worlds,  vifible 
and  invifible — by  all  ranks  and  orders  of  beings  and  intelli¬ 
gences,  from  the  firfl  and  highefl  thrones  and  purefl  intelli¬ 
gences,  in  the  highefl  heaven — to  the  meanefl  and  minutefl 
infefct  and  atom  in  the  lafl  fcale  and  lowefl  depths  cf  creation; 

■ — to  Thee,  the  great  Alpha  and  Omega — the  firfl  and  the 
lafl — the  beginning,  fupport,  and  end  of  all  things, — to  Thee 
alone  be  forever  afcribed  all  adoration,  might,  majefly,  domi¬ 
nion,  thankfgiving,  praife,  and  hallelujahs.  And  when  this 
all-comprehending  and  all-prevailing  prayer,  which  hath  fo 
long,  and  fo  univerfally  been  offered  up  to  Thine  eternal 
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Throne,  fhall  have  been  fully  anfwered,  and  the  great  pur- 
pofes  for  which  it  was  gracioufly  communicated  at  length 
completely  fulfilled, — it  may  return  and  melt  into  the  Divine 
Mind  from  whence  it  ifTued, — (that  Thou,  O  God  !  may  be 
all  in  all!) — faying,  “  Father  of  Heaven  eternal!- — into  thy 
bofom  receive  thy  Meffenger ; — for  hallowed  is  thy  Name ; — - 
thy  Kingdom  being  now  come,  thy  Will  is  done  in  earth,  as 
it  is  in  heaven!— the  Bread  of  Life  is  now  difcerned  to  be 
learning  and  doing  thy  will,  as  it  is  revealed  in  the  Sacred 
Scriptures!  and  that  bread  is  received  with  gladnefs; — wilful 
fin  and  trefpaffing  are  no  more; — no  more  do  temptations 
lead  fatally  affray;— but,  delivered  from  all  natural,  moral,, 
and  eventual  evils, — tiiy  Kingdom  is  now  become  uni- 
verfal; — thy  Power  and  thy  Goodnefs  confeffed  fupreme! 
——and  thy  Glory  tranfcendent — FOR  EVER  AND 
EVER!  AMEN." 

/ 


0df  Dr.  Graham  wijhes  not  to  make  any  temporal  advantage 
of  any  fpiritual  matter.  He  therefore  gives  permifjion ,  and 
defires,  for  the  benefit  of  the  fouls  and  of  the  bodies  of  mankind, , 
that  any  one  who  pleafes  may  reprint  this  Pamphlet  in  the  Engl  fit 
or  in  any  other  language ;  and  for  the  fake  of  Jpreading  it  more 
univerfally ,  it  may  be  printed  on  a  coarfe  paper  and  a  f mailer 
type ,  and  fold for  only  Sixpence;— or  thoufands  of  them  may  be 
given  away  by  rich  Chrifiian  perfons. 
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